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Professional 
Composer Prints 
Professionally 

by Ned Raub 

Professional Composer ($495, 
from Mark of the Unicom Inc., 222 
3rd Ave., Cambridge, MA 02142, 
617-576-2760), is a premium grade 
program aimed at the professional 
composer, arranger, copyist, and 
serious amateur musician. Its high 
quality graphics yield an impeccable 
printed score. A serious musician 
with Professional Composer and a 
512K Mac with external disk drive 
could become immediate friends. 

The 128 pages of documentation 
are divided into Introduction, 
Tutorial, and Reference sections in a 
plush embossed binder and dust 
cover. The manual's format bears a 
reassuring resemblance to Apple’s 
instruction books, with wide 
margins, high-gloss card stock, 
precise text with careful 
compartmentalization of ideas, and 


with the beginner. Cut, Copy, Paste, 
erase by backspacing, dragging or 
double clicking to select music or 
text for copying, and size and close 
boxes are identical to MacWrite, so I 
was at home immediately. I began 
by writing sixteen bars of melody 
and left-hand piano accompaniment 
before opening the documentation to 
discover shortcuts. The ever- 
appreciated Undo command recovered 
material too hastily excised. 

A disk fills up with just 
Professional Composer version 2.0 
(211KB), a System file (166KB), and 
a familiar J. S. Bach C minor Fugue 
for demonstration. On a backup disk, 
you might delete the fugue (four 
voices in 31 measures requiring 99 
seconds to play) to free up another 
4KB. Without a hard disk, you'll 
have to keep Professional Composer 
and the System file on separate 
floppies in order to leave room for 
music files on the application disk. 
Without the external drive, each of 
the disks must be inserted six times 
to boot, and calling up any desk 
accessory (such as the Control Panel 
to set volume) requires swapping, 
leaving you on the System disk with 
no obvious way to return to the work 


disk. If you click Save and proceed 
to return to Professional Composer, 
you'll receive a message explaining 
that your music was lost. Mark of 
the Unicom should have pointed out 
that clicking on About Professional 
Composer ejects the System disk, 
allowing you to save your work on 
the application disk. Obviously, a 
second disk drive is a requirement. If 
you boot up with a backup disk, copy 
protection will require you to insert 
the original disk before proceeding. 

The Professional Composer menu 
bar offers Basics, Symbols, 

Variations, Extras, and Groupings. 
When selecting staves with the 
Basics menu, you can choose 
multiple G clef staves for an 
orchestration, or a G clef for solo 
plus a G clef and a bass F clef stave 
pair for piano, but you cannot have 
two pairs of G and F clef staves for a 
piano duet. 

Also in the Basics menu are Key 
Signature, Meter, Tempo, Metronome 
Marking, and Measure Numbering. 

Each calls up a dialog box with scads 
of technical terms with which to 
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The Notes, Rests, Clefs, 

Dynamics, Ornaments, Articulations, 
and Special options in the Symbols 
menu display palettes down the left 
edge of the screen for choosing 
various notations. Palettes may be 
put away after selections are made. 
Professional Composer consistently 
makes good use of the screen area and 
generates printed copy with even 
greater efficiency than the screen 
layout. The program supports lyrics 
in many fonts. The Title Page 
option in the Extras menu requests 
various information, and with 
minimal direction Professional 
Composer then prints a handsome 
masthead. 

Click on Meter, and you are 
presented with a choice of six 
standard timings, or you can devise 
what you want, such as 9/4 time for 
Tschaikovsky's4rii or 5/4 for Stan 
Kenton's Take Ten. Click on Tempo, 
and you have eleven choices from 
Adagio to Vivace, or you can type in 
your own. Unfortunately, the labels 
don't affect playback speed, for which 
there are only three fixed choices. 

In the Variations menu are 
Transpose (by Parts, by Key, or by 
Interval), Rebar, Change Rhythm, 
and Merge Staves. In transposition. 




the program knows what to do with a 
B-flat saxophone that reads in one 
key and sounds in another. For 
orchestral arrangements, you label 
each staff with the instrument (the 
Extras option offers eleven) that will 
play it. Check Range knows the 
frequency span of each instrument, so 
you cannot get away with writing 
bass notes for a flute. 

The Groupings menu has eighteen 
choices, including Beaming, Ties, 
Slurs, Trills, Turns, Accents, Grace 
Notes, Decrescendos, and so on, 
enough to keep a music student 
delirious for months. 

Triplets and tuplets are handled 
well. Select a run of 8th, 16th, or 
32nd notes by dragging and then 
click on Beam, and they are instantly 
connected by a bar across their stem 
ends. Five, six, or seven notes can 
be selected, and the Mac can be 
instructed to play the tuplet in the 
more usual time of 4. The beam is 
labeled accordingly. You can flip 
stems up or down for better 
readability. You cannot have both up 

ensemble practice, you may number 
measures at every 5th, 10th, All, or 
at the beginning of each line. Since 
themes are written in multiples of 
eight bars, better choices might have 
been at every 8th, 16th, or All. 

To write by mouse, position the 
insertion point through the staff by 
clicking and dragging. Drag the 
small cross hair up and down the 
insertion point until it is on the 
desired line or space. Select an 
eighth note by clicking on the 
palette at the left edge of screen. The 
note then appears where the insertion 
point was. 

You may work by chords, rather 
than voices as in Hayden's 
MusicWorks, but there is nothing to 
prevent writing an entire melody and 
then filling in the harmony. You can 
Copy and Paste chords, measures, or 
entire phrases with a great saving of 
time. Notes also have keyboard 
equivalents, as an alternative to 
selecting from the palette. For fast, 
accurate transcription, Mark of the 
Unicorn's John Mavraides suggests 
holding down a key (such as C for 
the quarter note), moving the cross 
hair up or down the insertion point 
until it's accurately positioned, and 


then releasing the mouse. Cleverly, 
shifting while selecting a note by 
keystroke will get you the equivalent 
rest. Mark of the Unicom 
thoughtfully included a paper fold-up 
chart of keystrokes. This all worked 
well for copying a one-note melody 
from a page, but when I then tried to 
type in the harmony to form chords, 

I found that the insertion point did 
not advance, but instead jumped 
backward after each choice. I couldn't 
work just from the keyboard to form 
chords without first carefully clicking 
on their desired locations. Using the 
go-left (U) and go-right (P) keys 
caused the insertion point to jump 
between existing notes. 

Writing music by computer in 
itself is not fast. The advantages lie 
in the Cut, Copy, Paste, Undo, and 
Print commands. Oh, before you 
print, choose Check Rhythm, and the 
program highlights any measures 
containing timing errors. 

The horizontal scroll bar across 
the bottom of the screen gives quick 
access to different parts of the score. 
The scroll box should index measure 


versions of MacWrite index page 
numbers. 

To discover the program's 
strengths and weaknesses, I attempted 
to transcribe nine piano pieces. On 
first try. Onward, Christian Soldiers, 
the splendid four-voiced hymn, was 
copied in fifty minutes. About 90% 
of it went onto the screen flawlessly. 
Then I copied four quarter notes onto 
the top line of the bass staff. When 
I attempted to put two half notes 
under them, the program insisted 
upon changing these to quarter notes 
and appending them to the stems of 
the quarter notes above to form 
chords. I finally gave in and wrote 
four quarter note diads. This 
limitation in its many variations 
prevented faithful transcription of all 
nine pieces I attempted. 

Similarly, Richard Rogers and 
Fritz Lowe piano arrangements have 
the melody in right hand, 
accompaniment in left, and counter¬ 
melody shared between them. The 
counter-melody is played during 
sustained notes held by either hand. 
The above limitation in Professional 
Composer largely forecloses piano 
music. 

In Dave Rose's Our Waltz, some 
slurs passed through the stems of 
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interim notes, even obscuring dotted 
values. 

In Edvard Grieg's Piano Concerto, 
the left hand has great rushes of 
notes up into the treble staff. 
Unfortunately, they cannot be 
continued from bass into the treble 
staff like the original, since melody 
already there displaces them. They 
can be written as musically 
unreadable extensions above the bass 
staff, until you necessarily try to go 
above middle B. Then they 
automatically revert to the octave 
below. The only solution is to write 
the treble part on the bass staff with 
an 8va sign over it. This is almost 
unreadable, and the printed score is 
far from faithful to die original. In 
the Grieg, the program impressively 
handled five against four and six 
against four, both in notation and in 
playback. 

DeBussy'sC/air de Lune has 
sextuplets in which the first note is 
held and is shown as a dotted quarter 
note with double stem, the top stem 
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belonging to the sextuplet. That is 
not allowed by the program. 
Rachmaninoffs Eighteenth Variation 
and a Grieg Nocturne were simply 
impossible due to the same 
limitation. Orchestral instruments 
commonly play only one note at a 
time, so transcriptions for combos 
and even large orchestras work well. 

Fixing errors is bothersome. To 
type music, you can write a note by 
clicking the desired location, 
depressing a key with the left hand, 
and then striking the Enter key. If 
wrong, you cannot reposition the 
note. You must select it and 
backspace to remove it. An error 
thus more than doubles your work by 
requiring erasure and another choice. 

In Hayden's MusicWorks, dragging to 
reposition an errant note is an 
intuitive and easier thing to do. 

The wraparound problem so 
oppressive in MusicWorks is also ' 
evident in Professional Composer. 
However, removal of an entire chord 
is necessary before all of the 
following chords on that staff come 
rushing in from theieast, breaking 
alignments with chords on the other 
staff. Something like the Page Break 
in MacWrite (a Phrase Break?) would 
help. 

If the first note in a treble 
measure is a grace note, then the first 
note written in the bass measure 
below will be automatically converted 
to a grace note. This is undesirable. 

Aberrations in the original 
version of Professional Composer 
included invisible notes, an 
occasional inability to select a note 
or phrase, and sometimes no 
response at the insertion point at all. 

At one point I had stems tying 
chords in treble and bass together 
into one big chord, and a succession 
of them, at that! An insertion point 
placed correctly to position the 
second note of a chord would 
persistently result in two separate 
notes, with no amount of fiddling 
able to generate a diad. I finally 
encountered a system bomb that lost 
the work altogether. Version 2.0 has 
remedied most of this, but 
unresponsiveness of the insertion 
point continues at times. This is a 
program which is obviously 
improving, but still needs work. The 
features I identify as deficiencies are: 

• Choices of only three speeds, 
not true variability. 

• Inability to play four quarter 
notes in the third voice against two 
half notes in the fourth voice, and 
the many variations of this problem. 

• Inability to scroll music as it is 
being played. (One solution: print 
and read from paper.) 

• No option to begin playback at 
the beginning of a piece while 
viewing later measures. 

• No pedal line. 

• Slur lines pass through note 
stems, sometimes hiding dotted 
values. 

• When stems are up, accent 
marks are forced below. 

• Unlike MusicWorks, no 
auxiliary display shows the pitch of 
the note (such as 6C#) to confirm 
cursor position and reduce errors 
before entry, especially well above or 
below a staff. 

• No way to write four staves (two 
pairs of G and F clefs) for piano 
duets. 

• No scroll index number to 
locate a measure on first try. That 
was inconvenient when copying 
phrases. 


• Occasional lack of response of 
the insertion point. 

• Triplets which lose their timed 
value when copied. 

Despite the problems described, 
this program has a lot going for it. 

It is no child's toy, unless the child 
is Amadeus. Unlike MusicWorks, 
Professional Composer does not play 
Mac's four voices with the great 
versatility of sythesized instruments, 
and playback lacks a continuously 
variable speed control, so what Mark 
of the Unicom is selling relates more 
to orchestrating capability (good) and 
printing (excellent). 

As an experiment, I copied 
Professional Composer's symbols 
into MacPaint. A set of staves and a 
catalog of hand-drawn symbols saved 
in the Scrapbook, while far slower to 
create, allowed me to write 
unhesitatingly the problematical 
measures which Professional 
Composer refused to accept or 
insisted upon modifying. MacPaint 
has no custom features for writing 
music, and certainly will not 
playback sound, but the Cut-Copy- 
Paste-Undo commands save as much 
time as when using Professional 
Composer, there is nothing that it 
cannot write, and MacPaint never 
refuses to accept legitimate 
notations. With much greater effort, 
the printout is as good. 

The prodigious power of 
Professional Composer easily 
manages the multiple staves of an 
elaborate orchestration, dedicating 
each staff to an instrument and then 
monitoring it for correct tonal range 
and timing. Notation offered is 
complete in the extreme, and the 
strikingly superior printed score 
when done by LaserWriter is camera- 
ready for publishing. A manuscript ■ 
can even be entered into MacPaint for 
further enhancement. The tonal 
playback is helpful and adequate in 
composition. Professional Composer 
is suitable for orchestrating the music 
of many single-pitch instruments in 
harmony and yields printed copy 
which is above reproach. Therein lie 
the true strengths of the program. 


Subscriber 
Interests And 
Activities 

David Stovall, Excelsior, MN: I 
use my Macintosh in my architecture 
business for everything I can. I 
currently use MacWrite, MacPaint, 
Multiplan, MacDraw, MacProject, 
MacPublisher and Thunderscan. All 
correspondence, transmittals, forms, 
letterheads, calling cards, and so on 
are produced on the Mac. Multiplan 
is used for accounting, cost 
estimating and listing. I use all the 
programs to create promotional 
brochures and I have been producing 
construction drawings for timber 
frame houses on MacDraw combined 
with MacPaint via Switcher. 
Thunderscan has been super in being 
able to include my clients’ logos or 
letterheads on drawing titles for quite 
a personal touch. The most exciting 
thing I am doing is putting together 
a program with two other architects, 
one in Minneapolis and one in New 
York City, to network our operations 
together, via modems, to design and 
draw several small retail stores that 
Will be built in enclosed shopping 


malls around the country. Our client 
(formerly an all-IBM office) and his 
construction manager will also be 
connected into our network. At this 
time, the stores are small enough to 
enable us to do all our drawings with 
MacDraw and print on a 15" 

Imagewriter. The Mac should work 
great because the repeatability of 
details from store to store will 
greatly reduce our drawing time. 

Working directly with architects 
around the country will reduce travel 
and administrative time for the widely 
dispersed projects. Hopefully, we 
will progress to more powerful CAD 
software and plotter output on large 
sheets in the future and put all our 
work on the Mac. 

Johanna L. Chalgian, Ann Arbor, 
Ml: I use a 512K Macintosh at home 
and at work, which is as a micro¬ 
computer newsletter editor at the 
Computing Center at the University 
of Michigan. 

Daniel Chaucer, Middle Village, 

NY: I use my Mac mostly for word 
processing and spreadsheets. I am a 
consulting engineer and find it 
indispensable for reports which 
include large data sheets and 
drawings. I recently added ClickOn 
Worksheet and, despite some 
limitations, I expect that it will be 
well worth the limited investment. I 
have used Microsoft Word, but for 
most work I still prefer MacWrite. 

George Beekman, Corvallis, OR: 

I've just completed The Macintosh 
Home Companion, the first complete 
guide to home use of the Macintosh. 

I wrote the book using MacWrite, 

Word, ThinkTank, and MacPaint. 

Hugh Miller, Golden, CO: We 
currently have fifty-four 512K Macs 
in US Department of Energy offices 
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engineering to construction 

management. 

Gregory J. Jalbert, Middletown, 

CT: 1 plan on porting some 3D 
drawing/manipulation software that I 
have developed on VAX 11/780 and 
IBM PC/XT computer systems. I also 
have a strong interest in computer 
music and plan on developing some 
music software. 

Harry M. Randel, Scotch Plains, 

NJ: I teach in two elementary 
schools in addition to doing all the 
training at an Apple dealership. An 
Apple lie sees constant usage in 
preparing on-hands training for my 
students, whereas a Mac sees constant 
usage in preparing the written text 
that becomes their textbook and 
workbook, since no commercial 
publications are used in either school 
with regards to computer literacy. 

John R. Llamas, Oakland, CA: 
Utilization of my Mac is 
predominantly for business in word 
processing and graphics 
presentations for project plans and 
presentations. My wife, who until I 
got the Mac wouldn’t even touch a 
computer, now spends a fair amount 
of time with it. I may have to move 
it to my office to get any work done. 

Michael L. Johnson, Trenton, 

OH: I am a chemist for the EPA and 
work with high tech continuous gas 
phase analysis equipment in the 
parts/billion range, which can rapidly 
turn into random number generators. 

Karen Kaufman, Columbus, OH: I 
am an associate producer/writer in the 
Marketing/Promotion department of 
WBNS TV (a CBS affiliate) in 
Columbus, Ohio. Thank goodness a 
previous boss had the foresight to 
purchase a Lisa exclusively for our 
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office. I love it! I maintain an 
active list of our on-air promos 
(commercials for our locally owned 
and produced shows) for both news 
and entertainment. Of course, we use 
it for the day-to-day word processing. 
I've created teleprompter paper for 
when we shoot promos using the 
studio cameras (our printer looks 
much clearer than the newsroom's 
computer, and is much easier for 
talent to read.) I've created sales 
sheets for our sales department (saves 
them money instead of getting the 
sheets typeset), and am currently 
working on putting together a station 
newsletter. We use our modem to 
talk to Arbitron (one of the TV rating 
companies) to get back ratings when 
new books come out. Our department 
budget will soon be kept on our Lisa. 
Transposing ratings numbers into 
graphs on LisaGraph makes it much 
easier for the station's clients to 
understand ratings. LisaList would be 
a great tool for our film editing 
department in keeping a film library, 
although at the present time they 
don’t use it. I recently upgraded to 
IH and have considered buying 
MacWorks to expand our capabilities. 

William S. Guion, Laurel, MD: 

My Mac is used primarily for word 
processing and spreadsheets. My 
children do a lot of their homework 
on the Mac. 

Rick Smolan, New York, NY: I 
am the director of a publishing 
company which purchased 135 
Macintosh systems as part of a 
project called "A Day in the Life of 
Japan". The project involved 100 of 
the world's leading photographers 
who all flew to Japan from twenty 
countries in order to photograph a 


single 24-hour period on Friday, June 
7, 1985. We also flew leading 
picture editors to Japan to edit the 
150,000 pictures shot. We paid the 
photographers and editors for 
working on the project by giving 
each of them a free Mac. 

Michael O. Perlman, Hollywood, 
FL: I am currently using my 
Macintosh as a word processor for 
writing my doctoral dissertation in 
Chemistry. 

Mark Strayer, Stone Mountain, 
GA: I have a Mac both at home and 
at work. I am an industrial designer 
and use my Mac at work primarily in 
preparing feasibility study reports 
concerning product development in 
various manufacturing processes, 
primarily blow molding. I use 
MacPaint in my reports to produce 
illustrations and MacWrite for the 
text. My Mac at home is used for 
fun. I enjoy adventure games and 
also keeping track of my home 
finances. 

Jeremy E. M. Norgren, Wanganui, 
New Zealand: We are programming 
in MacModula-2 from the Modula 
Corporation, and are finding the 
language difficult to learn. 

Wiley Sanders, Austin, TX: I am 
author of MacRumors, the Macintosh 
column for StarText, the electronic 
edition of the Fort Worth Star 
Telegram. 

Jeff Brown, Juneau, AK: This 
Mac keeps track of the hundreds of 
volunteers, musicians, and events 
involved with the Alaska Folk 
Festival, coming up to its twelfth 
year. MacPublisher is used for the 
newsletter, Habadex for lists, and 
Paint and Write for most everything 
else. Maybe Smoothtalker will be 


our accompanist next year! Habadex 
is also great for keeping track of 
even more volunteers at KTOO-FM 
(TV), public broadcasting for Alaska's 
capital. Joe Gorilla (dressed 
appropriately) also used the Mac to 
manage his campaign for the City 
Assembly, capturing the highest 
number of write-in votes (20). 

Richard D. Norling, Washington, 
DC: During the last year, I used 
MacWrite under MacWorks to write a 
bode published by Osbome/McGraw- 
Hill. I also coauthored StatWorks, 
the first truly Mac-like statistics 
package to start shipping for the 
Macintosh. Now I'm finishing up a 
full-featured icon editor, and working 
on a graphics package. 

Amy L. Buck, Santa Clara, CA: 

My particular application for the 
Macintosh is as a writing tool. 1 
have a consulting business writing 
computer user and reference manuals 
and various publications. I also am a 
"network manager" for two 
LaserWriters, eight 512K Macs and a 
Corvus 45MB hard disk. 

R. Clifton Bailey, McLean, VA: 

I have a 512K Mac which I use at 
home for word processing, statistical 
calculations and everything from 
inventories to entertainment. Last 
semester I taught statistics at George 
Mason University and found the Mac 
a valuable adjunct to my teaching 
effort. I hope to program some 
statistical routines as time permits. 

R. R. Johnson, Franklin, ML I 
use the Mac for word processing and 
am also currently using Helix to 
manage the data on my orchard of 
1,000 fruit trees. My wife uses the 
Mac as a word processor and fancy 
printer for her music businesses. She 


would like to use it as a data base 
system to organize a sheet music 
library of over 3,000 compositions 
from the Middle Ages, a summer 
workshop for players, and a data base 
of organizations and individuals for 
whom her peforming groups have 
played. 

Joseph van den Heuvel, 

Tavistock, Canada: We use a 512K 
Macintosh (self upgraded) with two 
drives and the Manx C compiler to 
track breeding lines on our farm. 


A Free-Form 
Super Note Pad 

hy Charles L. Martin 

Factfinder ($150, from 
Forethought Inc., 1973 Landings Dr., 
Mountain View, CA 94043, 
415-961-4720) is a free-form 
database program that functions as an 
electronic card file. Or, as the 
manual that comes with the program 
puts it, an electronic desk drawer. 

The program allows you to enter 
notes in text form, as with a simple 
word processor, and to index the 
notes a number of ways. 

Factfinder is packaged in an 
attractive box containing a single 
disk and an 80 page manual with a 
four page index. I tested a pre-release 
version (1.045) of the then about-to- 
be-released version 1.1. Version 
1.045 was copy-protected, but I was 
told by a product manager that 
version 1.1 would not be. Version 
1.1 also improves on version 1.0 by 
increasing its speed on a 512 Mac, 
and by adding the ability to sort. 


dBRSE.com 


Now CP/M programs the MACINTOSH way! 


The available library of time-tested CP/M-80 programs is so 
vast that almost all popular computers, including IBMs 
and Apples, have been modified so they can run them. 

Now these same programs run the Macintosh way. Easily. 
Without expensive or complicated software. Without hard¬ 
ware changes. With C.P.Mac. 

With C.P.Mac you can open and start CP/M programs the 
same ways you open paintings or other Macintosh 
documents. Graphic controls and cues will help you while 
they are running — including a continuous display of disk 
availability! And you can make copies of your CP/M files for 
other Macintosh programs, or vice versa. 

C.P.Mac works great with just one disk drive. It also works 
great with up to three, including hard disks and RAM disks. 


8080 emulation with about 42k TRA on a 128k Macintosh. Z80 emulation with 63k TPA on a 512k Macintosh or 
XL. CP/M 2.2 BD0S and BIOS calls. LST and PUN output to the printer. RDRandCON input from the keyboard, 
and CON outputs to the C.P.Mac window. ADM-3A emulation with reverse video and line insert/delete. 
Macintosh is a trademark licensed to Apple Computer. Inc. CP/ M is a registered trademark of Digital Research. 
Inc. C.P.Mac is a trademark ot Logique. 


• Choose from countless entertainment, business, and 
educational programs. 

• Special-purpose programs for accounting, agriculture, 
architecture, construction; legal, medical/dental, real 
estate, retail, wholesale, and a host of other professions. 

• Move your current CP/M activities to the Macintosh with¬ 
out skipping a beat. Spreadsheets, data bases, whatever. 
It’s easy. There’s no reprogramming or retraining — you 
save time and money. 

• C.P.Mac will move any file from any CP/M machine to 
your Mac. It’s easy with your Imagewriter cable and 
CP/M programs you already have — no confusing modem 
transfers. 


A unique and quality Macintosh 
program at a value price of $135.00. 
Call and order now at (714) 953-8985 
or mail to: 



MC, Visa, C.O.D. or contact 
your dealer. 


30100 Town Center Dr. “O” Suite 198 
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677 
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K to. do you mrt 10 un youf Maartoth? 
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HI 

reduction, order oneT 


Schadulaa i 
Included , 


on a single 
speadsheet. 


Schedule A — Deduction* | 

Schedule B — lnler**l and Dividend Income 
Schodule C.F — Piott or (Loss) From Business or Protection, of Film 

Form 4562 -DupwciMion 

Form 3466 -InwMmafll Crodl 

Sctodut* 0 —CopOol Gairu and Locsoo 
SchaduM E — SuppromonraJ Incoma Schadula 
Schedule Q —Ineom* Averaging 

Schedule SE — Computation ol Social Security Set-Employment Tea 
Schedule w —Deduction lor a Married Couple When Both Wodt 

Form 2441 -Credit lor Chad and Dependent Care Expense! 

Form 62S1 -Alternative Minimum Tax Computation 

Forme 2119.3903 - Sale ol Residence. Uowig Expense 
Forme 2106.5695 - Employee Expenses. Energy Credit 
Schedule R —Credit lor the Elderly and Disabled_ 


Form 1040 and Accompanying Schedules Lined Above 
Muliyear Form 1040 and Accompanying Schedules 
Comparison ol Joint and Separate returns 

ACRS depreciation schedule induing investment credit, expensing, 
and recapture of depreciation and investment credd upon sale. 
Templates 5 I Straight Line depreciation schedule including investment emit, 
12 SKOK aim Mutiptan.- exposing, recapture ol depredalion and invest mere credit upon 


To mder TaxEase.cal 303-464-5286 (romarynhere. Or send in Ms ad icnecu 

Please sat xl me the TaxEase soeadsheelle mplales at >59.95 U.£_ 

Name ... I Name ol Company -- 

Address IPhone «..-- 

Oily. Stale.I IZoCode I - 

Chamecatd .... .Visa I I Mastercard I ~ Card lumper 

Expiration Date . I ISionalure —_ 

James Associates, 1525 East County Road 58, Fort Collins, CO 80526 


Macintosh is a trademark licensed to Apple Computer. Jazz is a trademark of Lotus Development Corp. Excel and 
Multiplan are trademarks of Microsoft Corp TaxEase spreadsheet templates permit rapid comparison of ux options. 
They omit some little used lines and cases from some schedules. Taxes are computed using tax rale schedules, 
tax tables. The ux rate schedules may be easily updated by the user, thus avoiding year t o year obsolescence. 


For 
Excel, 
Jazz or 
Multiplan 


The About- window greets you when you 
open Factfinder. Factfinder calls a database file a 
stack, and each record in the stack a factsheet. A 
record consists of one field for ffee-form notes, 
and a variable number of indexed fields. When 
you select the Open A Stack command from the 
File menu, you get the familiar mini-finder. When 
you select a stack to open, or create a new stack, 
four relocatable windows appear on the screen. 

The left half of the screen contains the window in 
which you type the text of your factsheet. This 
window can be resized in the usual way, and also 
by a Zoom Out/Zoom Back button, which 
alternately expands the text window to full-screen 
size, and shrinks it to one-half width, wrapping 
words to fill the visible window. The right half 
of the screen contains three windows: Keys, Find, 
and Names Found. The Keys window shows the 
dales of creation and last change to the displayed 
factsheet, and allows you to add and delete indexed 
words. The Find window is where you type 
searching and sorting criteria. The Names Found 
window shows the date and time and a list of the 
factsheets found on your last search, and allows 
you to display any factsheet you chose. 

To begin creating your database, you simply 
type notes into the Factsheet window, similar to 
creating text with other Macintosh tools. I did 
not test the program to find the maximum length 
of a factsheet because the program is not terribly 
useful as a word processor. Its primary purpose is 
to aid in accessing short notes. There is no 
provision for finding arbitrary information within 
a long factsheet, so there is good reason to keep 
the factsheets short. As already described, 

Zooming is a great way to see more text quickly 
while maintaining the ability to effortlessly return 
to a fixed size window, but because of the 
automatic word wrap it does not preserve the 
format of text. So if you want text to appear in 
columns, for example, you will have to enter and 
view them in the same viewing mode. 

Factfinder automatically indexes a factsheet by 
its name (which is entered when you save the 
page) and by the dates of creation and last 
modification (taken from the clock). You can 
enter your own index references, or keys, several 
ways. While typing text into a factsheet, you can 
index the last word you typed by typing 
Command-M. You can create a key by selecting a 


word or phrase with the mouse, and index it by 
typing Command-M or by choosing Mark from 
the Keys menu. You can also index a sheet by 
typing a keyword into the Keys window. 

Therefore, a key does not have to appear in the 
text. Dates are recognized as date keys if entered 
in mm/dd/yy format. You can create automatic 
keys, which are entered in a special window. 

Once you enter automatic keys, you can switch 
them on and off to automatically add or not add 
them to new factsheets you create. This feature 
would only be useful if you were creating a series 
of factsheets that have the same keys, or if you 
had several keys that frequently recur. 

As you enter your text into individual 
factsheets. Factfinder organizes the sheets into a 
stack. These stacks are organized as a stack of 
paper would be. That is, the first factsheet created 
goes on the "bottom" and each new one goes on 
top of the previous one, in order of creation. The 
Factsheet window has browse buttons that let you 
flip through the stack in either direction. When 
you get to the first or last factsheet in the stack 
and press a browse button again, you get an error 
message informing you that you have reached the 
end of the stack in that direction. I found this 
annoying, and would have preferred the stack start 
over at the beginning, but in some situations the 
dead end approach might be better. 

Factfinder allows you to copy stacks to and 
from text files, to allow merging of stacks and to 
move factsheets into other applications that 
support text files. Text files have to be formatted 
with special codes needed by Factfinder before 
they can be "loaded in". The codes include the 
name of each factsheet, the dates of creation and 
last modification, and any keys for indexing. 

Once you have created your factsheets, you can 
search through them to extract relevant ones, and 
exercise various viewing and printing options. 
Searches are carried out by entering search criteria 
in the Find window. When you open a stack, the 
default value of Find is "All". This returns the 
entire stack of factsheets and allows you to 
browse through them in the order of their 
creation. To retrieve selected factsheets, you can 
use "and"., "or", "to" (f or a range), and a wild card 
("T^PrioriS-sfor search cnteruTare esfciMiSTfed 0 
using parentheses. Subsequent stepped searches 
are possible by using the "found" operator, which 
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returns all factsheets previously 
found. 

Entry of search criteria is 
simplified by the Index window, 
which displays all words and dates 
marked as keys, and all search 
operators except "found" and 
The Index window allows you to 
scroll through the alphabetized keys 
using the scroll bar, or aided by tabs, 
which are buttons that take you to 
various areas of the Index in a 
fashion similar to hitting a keycap 
while in the mini-finder. You can 
enter search criteria entirely with the 
mouse by selecting a key or a search 
operator and clicking on the Move 
button. This moves the key or 
search operator to the Find window. 


You can repeat the select-and-move 
sequence as many times as necessary 
to get the search criteria you want. 
You can also type your search criteria 
directly into the Find window. When 
your search criteria appears in the 
Find window, you select the Find 
Factsheets command from the Stack 
menu, or type Command-F. During 
the search, a dialog box appears 
telling you a search is in progress 
and allowing you to cancel the 
search. After the search is 
completed, the Names Found window 
shows the names of all factsheets 
meeting the criteria, and the 
Factsheet window shows the top 
factsheet in the stack. The Names 
Found window also gives a record 


count after each search. 

You can display individual 
factsheets by browsing through the 
stack one at a time, or by selecting a 
name from the Names Found window. 
If the sheet you want is not among 
those in the found stack, you can 
enter "all" in the Find window and 
select Find Factsheets from the Stack 
menu, or you can enter the name or a 
keyword you are searching for 
instead. 

The sorting function was added to 
Factfinder while I was writing this 
review. The sorting command is 
typed into the Find window by adding 
the word "sort" to the beginning of 
the search criteria, and by adding a 
range for the sorted item. For 


example, you would soil all 
references to elephants by author by 
typing "sort elephant? by Author-A 
to Author-Z", provided you typed in 
and indexed your authors uniformly, 
with each author typed with a last 
name preceded by "Author-". The 
ability to define the search criteria 
and the range separately should allow 
you to record your phone calls in a 
stack, and later retrieve all those for 
the past two months that had 
"Appointment" as a key, by using 
"sort Appointment by created: 9/1/85 
to created: 11/31/85". Unfortunately, 
there apparently is no way to sort in 
descending order. Nevertheless, this 
is a powerful tool, provided the 
proper keys were attached to the 


We RENT Mac Software !! 

MacStore™ ES ip 1 —) 

1 -800-847-0026 ^-f?| 


Over 275 different stock items for your Mac I J TM 

Don’t invest in software without taking it for a test w drive first! 


AcoessoyFfckl 
Art grabber 

Back to Bastes GL AP, orAR (each) 
Battery Pak 
Buk Mailer 
Chip Witts 

Click Art Effects, Letters, Publications (each) 

Click-on Worksheet 

Consultant 

Copy II Mac 

Crunch 

Davinb (We have them all), ; 

Dollars and Sense 
Excel 
Factfinder 
Flemaker 

Filevision & Business Fievisron 
Fluent Fonts, Fontastic, Font Explorer, 

Laser Fonts, Superfonts, UltraFonts... 
Forecast 
Frogger 
Goto 

HeSx _ 

Intooom games 
Jazz 

Keystroke 

Languages (Asm, Basic, C, Cobol, 

Experksp. Fortran, Pascal) 


MacGammon 
Mac Labeler 
Mac Lion 
Mac Project 

Mac PubSsher & Mac Publisher II 
Mac Spel Right 
MacSpel + 

MacStronomy 
Mac Terminal 
Mac 3D 
Mac Tracks 

Mac the Knife 1,2, or 3 (Art Fonts, Ripper) 


MegaFler, MegaForm, MegaMerge 

Mind Prober 

Musoworks 

My Office & MyOffice512 

Omrislll 

Ortxter 

Overview 

Pinbal Construction Set 

Quck Disk, Quick Word, Quick Paint (each) 

Ready Set Go 

SmoothTaker 

Tempo 

Think Tank 128&512 
TurtxjCharger 
Typing Tutor III 


MacChalenger 
Mac Command 
Mac Draff 
Mac Draw 

No membership fee 


9.30 Sony Disks (10) 18.95 

9.30 800k External Drives (double sided) 444.95 

37.85 512 &1 Meg Upgrade (Hyperdrive compatible) Cal 

32.47 Mac Bottom 20 Meg Hard Disk (Very Fast!) 1219.40 

16 day rentals - Rental applies to purchase 


HI 


The appte logo is a trademank of Apple Computer, Inc. 

1-800-222-1537 “1$ 
or dial direct 512-629*5419 


MACBOZO 
Pong Revj#w 
Clean f 

f mouse 


NO FLUFF! 


MacTutor, the Macintosh 
Programming Journal. 

"I have found what is probably the best magazine 
for Macintosh software developers. Worth its weight 
in 3112-inch floppies!" - Bruce Webster 

Byte Magazine, Aug. 1985. 




Typesetting is easy 
with a Macintosh", and 
Mac Typesetting Club" 
makes it even easier. 

s What-you-see-is-what-you-get typesetting. Just 

. mm mam * _ J a | I* I / 

llAi II* wJlfl ItMr* t I ggtg 

output on our Linotronic 100. 

^ A quarterly newsletter loaded with Mac 
publishing tips. 

^ Discounts on products and sen/ices year-round. 

^ And you save time and money over having your 
type set the traditional way! 



Not convinced yet? 

Call (714) 579-7700 for a free sample.. 


To become a member or to receive more information on 
Mac Typesetting Club, 1 " please write or call today! 

P.O. Box 910, Aptos, CA 95001 - (408) 6887474 

Mac Pubfishers need not join dub to use our sendees. IBM PC users, call us to find out ho» to set type with your PC! 

Mac Typesetting Club is a trademark ot Aptos Post Typography. Macintosh is a trademark licensed to Apple Computer, hit 
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relevant factsheets (you can add keys 
at any time, so this should not be a 
major limitation), and provided you 
can live with ascending order only. 

The Factfinder program utilizes 
the Macintosh user interface as 
extensively as any program I have 
used. After the textual factsheets are 
entered, your searches can be done 
entirely without the keyboard. They 
can also be done by a combination of 
keyboard and mouse. Although 
extensive use is made of keyboard 
equivalents, the mouse is 
indispensable. 

Factfinder was easy to learn and 
to use. Included with the program is 
a special file of help screens that can 
be chosen from a Help menu that 
appears on the menu bar whenever 
the Help file is on the same disk as 
the program. The help screens make 
the user's manual almost superfluous. 
When you no longer need them, you 
can delete the help screens from your 
disk, or move them to another disk, 
and reclaim the space they use. 

Another feature I liked was that 
the Names Found window always 
displays the time and date. The 
About... window shows memory and 
disk space usage, although this 
feature was buggy on my XL. 

Although I generally liked 
Factfinder, it does have flaws, and is 
most certainly not for everyone. For 
example, there is no way to search 
for words that are not indexed. So, if 


you never dreamed that you might 
want to find the factsheets on all 
accountants on the company payroll 
whose wives have the same name as 
your wife, you will have to read each 
factsheet and individually mark each 
name for indexing. This means you 
need to do careful planning before 
you start to work on your database, 
which is usually not such a bad idea 
anyway. The same applies to 
utilizing sorts on factsheets. Unless 
you carefully create sorting keys that 
are compatible with Factfinder's 
sorting methods, the sorting function 
is barely usable. However, those 
problems are a compromise for 
Factfinder's main advantage, which is 
a deliberate lack of structure. 

The About... window is on the 
screen any time no window is open. 

It gets a little annoying when you 
want to close one file and open 
another. You have to wait for the 
screen to redraw the About... window 
before you can give a command to 
open a new file or quit. It's a minor 
problem-1 found I could get around by 
keeping a desk accessory open. 

I appreciate the ability to 
combine the search and sort 
commands, and the ability to search 
by a range of keys, but I would like 
to see an easier way to do simple 
sorts, and I think descending sorts 
are worth adding. For example, I 
would like to be able to sort the 
stack in ascending order by the name 


of the factsheets by giving the 
command "Sort Name +". Or better 
yet, type "Name", then select Sort 
from the Stack menu. It could be 
easier still if the special keywords, 
such as "Name" and "[date] Created", 
could be selected from the buttons in 
the Index window. 

It is not hard to come up with 
uses for this program. When I was a 
college student, I had a job in a 
university's public relations 
department as an assistant 
photographer and darkroom 
technician. My job was to fill orders 
for images that met certain formulas. 

I might have gotten (and often did) 
an order for a picture of a couple of 
students enjoying the annual 
watermelon cutting, or a student in 
discussion with a professor or 
studying in a library. It did not take 
me long to discover that many of 
those assignments were repeated from 
year to year, and being the lazy 
person I am, I set about to remedy 
the situation. I started a file and 
indexing system for each roll of film 
I shot. When I finished developing a 
roll of film, I would index the roll 
number and negative number under as 
many subjects as I could think of. 

The next time I got an assignment 
for a picture of the science building 
to illustrate the honors program, I 
could pick out my "Science Building" 
card and compare it to my "Students 
Studying" card, find a couple of 


photos indexed on both, and pull the 
negatives from the number. 

Factfinder program would have been 
ideal for that task. 

The new version is significantly 
faster than version 1.0 on a Fat Mac. 

I alternately assigned 512K and 
128K to Factfinder under Switcher 
2.895 on a Lisa, and it did many 
fewer disk accesses with 512K than 
with 128K. Be warned, however, that 
a hard disk is very desirable for 
searching large files, because the 
number of disk reads is still great. 

I tested this program using 
Macworks 3.0 on a 2MB Lisa. While 
moving windows around the screen, I 
moved the Factsheet window off the 
top of the screen. After releasing the 
mouse, the title bar was hidden by 
the menu bar, and I could no longer 
move the factsheet. Very 
inconvenient. Most applications 
refuse to let you move the title bar 
off the screen, or they cancel the drag 
if the cursor is in the menu bar when 
the mouse is released. If Factfinder's 
problem is not due to Macworks, it is 
a bug which must be fixed. 

One problem which is very likely 
the fault of Macworks rather than 
Factfinder is its startling tendency to 
crash with an irretrievable system 
error . It happened as I was writing 
this review and tried to open a stack. 
It has happened many times when I 
opened the About... window to see 
how much memory was free. This is 


Lisa Mac I XL Users ... 


m 


f rnn News <£ Specials 


AST RamStak™ Prices SIashed....Upgrade Now to 2Mb 



Upgrade your Lisa/Mac XL to 2Mb of 
RAM. Additional memory accelerates sytem 
performance by 20%. The RamStak™, a 
memory enhancement board developed by AST 
Reasearch, Inc. fits into either memory slot, 
and provides upto 2Mb of Random Access 
Memory. It is easily installed by the user and 
is compatible with all the Lisa operating 
systems, MacWorks XL, MacServe™ and 
Switcher™. With 2Mb and Switcher™, you can 
load several 512k applications and use up to 8 
applications and/or documents in all. 


We offer a $100 Rebate for your old 
Apple Memory Board on 1.5Mb or 2Mb 
RamStak™ purchases, or a $150 Rebate for 
both your boards on 2Mb purchases. Buy 
MacServe™ with any RamStak™, only $199. 


JiMb RamStak™ Special S $89. 

1.0Mb RamStak™ Special S 819.* 

IJSMb RamStak™ Special $ 989.* 

2,0Mb RamStak™ Special $1X49* 

• • Tht »t»»« prtct* »r« prior to rcbotot 
|W« will not bt Vo*tr»t<t.we wilt brat »nj tdwOrtd prira! 


MacWorks Bulletin...Add Hard Disks to your Mac XL 


This is news only, not our product 
and not for sale by us. 2 Port Disk Install, is a 
new utility operating under MacWorks V3.0, 
that allows Apple ProFile™ Hard Disks to be 
accessed through an Apple Parallel Card in any 
of the expansion slots of the Mac XL or Lisa. 
It can be installed on an existing MacWorks XL 
3.0 system without any modifications to the 
main hard disk. 

Each external ProFile™ is initialized 
by the utility program and a copy of MacWorks 
installed. The system folder of the main hard 
disk is then copied unto each of the external 
ProFiles™ maintaining the same system format 
with its desk accessories, fonts, etc, on each of 
the external ProFiles™. 


All operating system functions are 
d ( Open, Save, Save As, Close) as 
well as Minifinders for each of the external 
ProFiles™ with all the hard disk icons 
appearing under the finder. Our Compliments! 
Would the author stand up, take a bow, and 
make this gem readily available to the rest of 
us. Although this software is not available 
through Dafax, we do carry used hardware. 


5 Mb ProFile™ Hard Disk $695 
10 Mb ProFile™ Hard Disk $895 
Apple Parallel Card w/Hl> $125 
Apple Parallel Cd w/HD (New) $155 
Buy 2 P«*IM»*; jet «n Apple P»r»n«l C*t4 1« «0 
All Hour «it m«< A »r« gxrantccd fra <Uy». 


Finally...A Mac XL High Resolution Graphic Tablet 


New 11! High performance, high 
resolution, cost effective tablet digitizers for 
the Mac XL, operating under MacWorks XL 
V3.0. The pen connected to the tablet 
substitutes for the mouse, providing precise 
control over graphic input of any kind under all 
applications. 

The Kurta Series One XL graphic 
tablet available in three popular sizes 
(8.5"xll", I2"xl2", 12"xl7"), brings compact 
ergonomic styling and ease of input to the 
workstation environment. The injection 
molded casework of the tablet has a solid 8" 

’Additional Memory by Dafax 

Lh, Mac X/L, SwlufcM. Profit. ad Mac Worts u 


slope and offers a ratio of active to total area 
of up to 70%. 

The microprocessor based 
with special software and cable to 
operation on the Mac XL, provides up 
PPI resolution with accuracy of ± .035 


tablet 
enable 
to 200 
inches. 


8.5" X 11“ List $895. Special $ 805 
12” X 12” List $1095. Special $ 995 
12” X 17“ List $1495. Special $1345 

V We accepting wtwnt. or<ter» for ii: 
delivery In »-«* dey*. 


■ of Apjda Com puts, be. Itlrslr Is a ta 


DAFAX 


See Us at the LisalXL Orphanage ... Booth 504-6 


PROCESSING CORP 14 NORTH DRIVE, MALBA N Y. 11357 718 746-8220 


— John Dvorak, InloWorld 


“it’s terrific!” 

— David Smith, MacTutor 

“a must” 

— Charlie Jackson, MACazine 



MacInTouch 

the newsletter for Macintosh professionals 


TM 


technical and market analysis 
the best tips and bug reports 
online database summaries 
tough, thorough reviews 
inside industry news 
and more... 


O send free sampler 

O send one issue for $3.50 

O Here’s $48 for 12 monthly 
issues (money-back guarantee) 


name: 

~ address: __ 

phone: __ 

Ford-LePage, Inc., Dept. S, POBox 786, Framingham, MA01701. 

617-527-5808 
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probably not a problem unless you use 
an XL. Just be sure to Save frequently 
until you have a chance to test Factfinder 
out on your own Mac. 

Factfinder is a valuable tool for 
people who need to keep many short 
records, and to find individual ones 
quickly. The sorting feature which was 
added to the current version appears to be 
most useful with the automatic date keys. 
For many simple databases, the free-form 
nature of data entry will outweigh the 
disadvantages of Factfinder. For 
researchers who need rapid access to 
short notes in a large data file, it would 
be ideal. Professionals who make many 


telephone calls, most of which they can 
forget but a few of which they will have 
to refer to later, will find Factfinder 
valuable for taking notes. In short, 
anyone who needs to keep a file of 
contacts, sources, ideas, and similar 
resources will find this program 
invaluable. 

Factfinder is not for everyone, 
though. It will not be useful to those 
who need a complicated sort, or to those 
who need to assemble detailed summaries 
of their database. It is not a text editor, 
nor is it a substitute for a hierarchical 
database. It is a super note pad for quick 
referral to short notes of any type. 


Received, But Not 
Yet Reviewed 

This list is not compiled 
from press releases, but only 
from real products that have 
actually arrived at our office. 

Icon Review, quarterly catalog of 
Macintosh products and reviews. $2.50 
($7/year), Mindwork Enterprises Inc., 
Box 2566, Monterey, CA 93942, (800) 
228-8910 or 824-8175. 

Supermac, a book by Danny 
Goodman. $16.95, ISBN 
0-671-49256-X, Simon & Schuster Inc., 
1230 Ave. of the Americas, New York, 
NY 10020, (212) 245-6400. 

MacPoint, a "pointer publication" to 
sources of information about the 
Macintosh, and a forum for "complete 
material". $15/six issues, MacPoint, 


5704 Harper #201, Chicago, IL 60637. 

The Blue Chip Challenge, a teacher's 
guide to the Millionaire, Baron and 
Tycoon economic simulation products. 
$8.95, Blue Chip Software Inc., 6740 
Eton Ave., Canoga Park, CA 91303, 
(818) 346-0730. 

Dr. TOM's Reference Decks and 
Database (sample disk), portions of card 
decks and a Microsoft File index and 
cross-reference to the Macintosh ROM. 
TOM Programs, 1500 Massachusetts 
Ave. NW #34, Washington, DC 20005, 
(202) 223-6813. 

Painter's Helper #1, an aid for 
making drawings that are too large or 
difficult for MacPaint. $23 (shareware), 
Reas'nable Software, 779 11th St., Idaho 
Falls, ID 83401, (208) 529-0378. 

VideoWorks, 24-channel animation 
software for the Macintosh. Hayden 
Software, 600 Suffolk St., Lowell, MA 




. lit 


In Ohio (216) 631-4214 

Same Day Shipment! 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Or Money Refunded. 

W PRICE 

QTY. ITEM EACH TOTA 

_ Ribbon Re-Inker $49.00 $_ 

_ Mouse Pad $ 7.95 $_ 

_ Keyboard Cover Set $12.50 $_ 

_ Disk File $ 7.95 $_ 

_ File 4-Pak—SAVE! $27.95 $_ 

PURCHASE TOTAL $_ 


r Motorized 4^0 

Ribbon Re-Inker 4^ 

silently re-inks ImageWriter fabric ribbon 
again and again. Better print quality than 
new ribbons! Special lubricated black ink 
actually extends print head life. Order 
colored ink, blank ribbons. Built to last. 

Simple to run. Saves a bundle. 

KBYBOARD _ 


Shipping and Handling Charge $1.50 

Ohio residents add 

6.5% Sales Tax $_ 

TOTAL ORDER $_ 

Please Print 

Name_ 


Make your mouse work 
faster and last longer. 
MousePad’s special anti¬ 
static surface reduces 
wear, keeps rollers clean 
and tracking true. Backed 
with thick foam pad. 

/ Designer blue. 


Address 


Sturdy, Mac-colored, hard 
covers protect keyboard 
and number pad 
from dust, dirt, spills . x 
and damage. Handy 
reference charts inside 
show Mac keycaps and 
keyboard commands. 


Send check, money order, or charge it 
□ VISA □ MasterCard Exp. Dato_ 
Card No._ 


Signature 


Extra sturdy 200 lb. test corr. bd. 
disk file holds up to 100 3.5” disks. 


/ uion my iiviuoup iv iwv w.w ulono. sdl| 

Comes with removable dividers, l fl : mlT ii T l f l Ml _ — 1- ^ ^ 

cover. Glossy white, dirt-resistant issss=S L is . \ TCIi i ri I Iff* 
_J surface Stackable! LlIIZIj IVVl I) II IVi 

ImagrtWriter is a registered trademark of Apple Computer. Inc Macintosh is a trademark Kcensed to Apple Computer, Inc. Member, The Bede Companies, Est. 1976 


8327 Clinton Rd. 
Cleve., OH 44144 
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01854, (800) 343-1218. 

PageMaker, publication layout 
software for the 512K Macintosh. 
Aldus Corp., 616 1st Ave. #400, 
Seattle, WA 98104, (206) 467-8165. 

XL/Serve, software to allow 
Macintoshes to simultaneously share 
an XL's hard disk and printer on an 
AppleTalk network. $195, 

Infosphere Inc., 4730 SW Macadam 
Ave., Portland, OR 97201, (503) 
226-3620. 

MacPDS, a newsletter and catalog 
of Macintosh public domain software. 

$ 12/year (free sample with 
self-addressed stamped envelope), 
MacPDS, Box 85097, Seattle, WA 
98105, (206) 547-4772. 

Mac Edge II, eight Macintosh 
math and reading programs for ages 4 
to 14. Think Educational Software 
Inc., Box 466, Potsdam, NY 13676, 
(315) 265-5636. 

Personal Accountant, accounting 
software for the Macintosh. $89.95, 
Softsync Inc., 162 Madison Ave., 

New York, NY 10016, (212) 

685-2080. 

Mac-Fair, country fair arcade 
games for the Macintosh and 
Microsoft BASIC. $39.95, 

Brownbag Software, 8208 N. 
University St., Peoria, IL 61615, 

(309) 692-7786. 

Macatalog, mail order catalog of 
Macintosh products. The Bottom 
Line, Box 423, Milford, NH 
03055-0423, (603) 881-9855. 

MacInTouch, a monthly 
publication for Macintosh users. 
$48/year, Ford-LePage Inc., Box 786, 
Framingham, MA 01701, (617) 
527-5808. 

Crunch (Trial Size), a demo 
version (saving files is disabled) of a 
spreadsheet for the 512K Macintosh. 
Free to user groups. Paladin Software 
Corp., 3255 Scott Blvd. #7C, Santa 
Clara, CA 95054, (408) 946-9000. 

The Great International Paper 
Airplane Construction Kit, a book 
and Macintosh clip art disk by 


Neosoft Inc. $39.95, ISBN 
0-671-55297-X, Simon & Schuster 
Inc., 1230 Ave. of the Americas, New 
York, NY 10020, (212) 245-6400. 

Dynamics of Jazz, a book by Don 
Beil. $19.95, Don Beil, 330 
Brooklawn Dr., Rochester, NY 
14618, (716) 461-4954. 

1985 Winter Catalog, a mail order 
catalog of Macintosh products. 

Gemini Software, 315 Ameill Rd. 
#211, Camarillo, CA 93010, (805) 
388-0690. 

The Complete Macintosh 
Sourcebook, a book by Pat Ryall and 
Doug Clapp. $24.95, ISBN 
0-931137-03-9, InfoBooks, Box 
1018, Santa Monica, CA 90406, 

(213) 470-6786. 

Grid Wars, an arcade game for the 
Macintosh. Ann Arbor Softworks 
Inc., 308-1/2 S. State St., Ann 
Arbor, MI 48104, (313) 996-3838. 

Copy II Mac Version 4.2, 
software for copying protected 
programs. Central Point Software 
Inc., 9700 SW Capitol Hwy. #100, 
Portland, OR 97219, (503) 

244-5782. 

Macintosh Graphics in Modula-2, 
a book by Russell L. Schnapp. 

$19.95, ISBN 0-13-542309-0, 
Prentice-Hall Inc., Rt. 59 at Brook 
Hill Dr., W. Nyack, NY 10994. 

Desktop Publishing, a bimonthly 
magazine. $24/year. User 
Publications Inc., Box 5245, 

Redwood City, CA 94063, (415) 
364-0108. 

Personal Publishing, the monthly 
"magazine of electronic page 
creation". $30/year. The Renegade 
Co., 549 Hawthorn, Bartlett, EL 
60103, (312) 837-8088. 

The Mac Art Dept., a book and 
Macintosh clip art disk by Thomas 
Christopher. $39.95, ISBN 
0-671-54317-2, Simon & Schuster 
Inc., 1230 Ave. of the Americas, New 
York, NY 10020, (212) 245-6400. 

Helix 2.0, an updated version of 
the Helix data-based information 


management and decision support 
system. Free to registered Helix 
owners. Odesta Corp., 4084 
Commercial Ave., Northbrook, IL 
60062, (312) 498-5615. 

The Mac Times Newsletter, a 
periodical for Macintosh users. Mac 
Times, 615 Shartle Cir., Houston, TX 
77024. 

The LisaTalk Report (sample 
mailer), a quarterly publication for 
Lisa and Mac XL users. $42/year. 

The NetWorkers, 3500 Market St. 
#103, San Francisco, CA 94131, 

(415) 550-1710. 

Twelve-C (demonstration 
version), a Macintosh desk accessory 
emulating the Hewlett-Packard 12C 
financial calculator. Dreams of the 
Phoenix, Box 10273, Jacksonville, 

FL 32247, (904) 396-6952. 

Winter Games, Temple of Apshai 
Trilogy, and Rogue, three games for 
the Macintosh. Epyx Inc., 1043 Kiel 
Ct., Sunnyvale, CA 94089. 

The PDE Collection of Macintosh 
Public Domain Software, a catalog. 

$3, The Public Domain Exchange, 

673 Hermitage PI., San Jose, CA 
95134, (408) 942-0309. 

FlashFinder, an alternative to the 
Macintosh desktop and MiniFinder. 
$39.95, Unicom Software 
Development Group, 297 Elmwood 
Ave., Providence, RI 02907, (401) 
467-5600. 

PageMaker 1.1, a free upgrade kit 
for registered users. Aldus Corp., 

616 1st Ave. #400, Seattle, WA 
98104, (206) 441-8666. 

The Macintosh Buyer's Guide 
(Fall 1985), a quarterly directory of 
available products. $5 ($ 10/year), 
Redgate Publishing Co., 3381 Ocean 
Dr., Vero Beach, FL 32963, (305) 
231-6904. 

MacCalendar, a 1986 calendar 
thqt looks like a Macintosh. $4.95, 
MacPDS, Box 85097, Seattle, WA 
98105, (206) 742-4360. 

The Crimson Crown, an adventure 
game for the Macintosh. $39.95, 


Penguin Software, Bfox 311, Geneva, 

IL 60134, (312) 232-1984. 

WillWriter, a book and 
companion software for generating 
personal wills on the Macintosh 
(Apple II version received). $39.95, 
ISBN 0-917316-98-3, Nolo Press, 

950 Parker St., Berkeley, CA 94710, 
(415) 549-1976. 

The Desktop Publisher, a 
newsletter for PageMaker users. 

Aldus Corp., 616 1st Ave. #400, 
Seattle, WA 98104, (206) 441-8666. 

Fat Mac Nameplate, a 
self-adhesive nameplate for the 512K 
Macintosh. $2.49, MacPDS, Box 
85097, Seattle, WA 98105, (206) 
742-4360. 

Record Holder, a data manager for 
the Macintosh. $49.95, Software 
Discoveries Inc., 99 Crestwood Rd., 
Tolland, CT 06084, (203) 872-1024. 

Kangaroo Disk Jacket Pocket 
($6.95/25), Numbered Disk Labels 
($5.95/25 pair), Color-Coded Disk 
Jackets ($6.80/25), Color-Coded Disk 
Labels ($4.50/120). Weber's 
DiskOrganized Systems, Box 104, 
Adelphia, NJ 07710, (800) 

225-0044. 


MacBooster vs. 
TurboCharger 

by James Bierman and Eli Hollander 
As we were writing our review of 
TurboCharger for Semaphore Signal 
#24, Mainstay (2861 IB Canwood 
St., Aguora Hills, CA 91301, 
818-991-6540) announced that their 
new disk cache program called 
MacBooster was about to appear. 
Mainstay assured us that their product 
would be twice as fast as 
TurboCharger at half the price. 

Now that MacBooster is on the 
market, that promise has been only 
partly fulfilled. At $50, it is a little 
more than half the price of 


Announcing the 
Opening of Our 
All MAC Store! 

That's right, we've dedicated 
the entire store to Macintosh 
products. 100's of business 
& recreational items all under 
one roof at unbelievably low 

prices! I l»du.ivmit, 

125 w 

University £ J S 

Avenue, ! Z> Z> 

Palo Alto o r r 

( 415 ) 322-0639 

We also cany IBM, Amiga, & AT&T Products at 
our other store - 508 Waverely Avenue, Palo Alto. 



S of Palo Alto 

Microsoft Excel. 

.$229.00 

Microsoft Word. 

.$112.00 

Jazz. 

.$349.00 

Fortran 77. 

.$185.50 

Mac Spell Plus. 

...$57.95 

Smartcom II. 

...$87.00 

Balance of Power. 

...$33.50 

MacStation. 

...$77.95 

Sidekick... 

...$45.00 

512k Upgrade. 

.$169 

IMeg Upgrade. 

..$346 

External Disk Drive. 

...$225 

| Ext. 800k Disk Drive..$450 

| Coming Soon.., 


120mb Internal HD under $1000 


Phone Orders Welcome! 

We Ship Anywhere! 


Does 

Your 

Mailing 

Label 

Say 

RENEW? 


If so, your subscription is 
about to EXPIRE! 

To avoid missing your next free issue of 
Semaphore Signal, renew NOW by filling 
out and returning the form for a free 
subscription on page 13! 

The last two digits of your mailing label 
code indicate the number of the last issue 
you’ll receive. 
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TurboCharger, but extensive testing has not proved it 
to be any faster. In fact, none of the benchmarks we 
recorded varied more than a half a second from the 
results published in our review of TurboCharger. 

If price and speed were all that was involved, 
MacBooster would be worth the money, but sadly it 
comes shackled with a copy protection scheme that 
makes it awkward to use. Unless you use your 
Macintosh for long sessions, the copy protection 
negates any time advantage the cache was intended to 
gain. 

MacBooster installs only in memory. It must be 
activated every time you boot up or reset your 
machine, and its effects are lost every time you power 
down or reset. Disk swapping is frequently required in 
order to install MacBooster for each session 
(especially if you own a Macintosh with a single disk 
drive), resulting in extra time and inconvenience. 

While its documentation claims that MacBooster can 
be copied to unprotected disks (using a special 
copying application that's included), that is not quite 
the case. Initially, we were unable to install 
MacBooster on MacWrite, MacPaint, or Microsoft 
Word disks. The latter was understandable since Word 
is protected, but the first two cases puzzled us. When 
we contacted Mainstay, they informed us that 
MacBooster lays claim to the entire 78th track on a 
disk, and if that track has any information on it, 
MacBooster cannot be copied onto that disk. They 
explained that we could correct this situation on 
unprotected disks by first reformatting a disk, then 
adding the application we intended to use, then 
copying MacBooster to it using the special copying 
program, and then copying the system folder and other 
applications or files we wanted. That's a merry little 
dance to repeat for several disks. 

Since most of our disks are either protected, or will 
not easily accommodate the MacBooster application 
(short of the above absurd procedure), we most 
frequently took the option of installing MacBooster 
from its master disk. With a two-drive system, this 
can be done without disk swapping by booting up 
with a given application disk (MacBooster comes 
without a system folder) and then inserting the 
MacBooster master in the other drive. If you use the 
minifinder, too bad: the minifinder is rendered useless 
since you have to find your way back to the desktop 
before you can install MacBooster. This may be 
interpreted as a limitation of the minifinder, but if you 
are a minifinder user, you will find die proced u re 
troublesome. 

The MacBooster master disk contains the icon 
which installs the disk cache in memory upon 
opening. It displays a selection box that informs you 
how much memory is available and allows you to 
select the size of die cache buffer by typing in a 
number. As with TurboCharger, it takes some 
experimentation to get the optimum cache size. 

MacBooster also provides the option of using the 
cache buffer for one, two, or even three drives. This 
means that it could be possible to use MacBooster 
with a RAM disk (although we fail to see any 
advantage in doing so). 

A final option available in the MacBooster 
selection box allows you to skip the process of 
resetting the buffer size each time the application is 
used, and eliminates the selection box on future 
installations. Since different applications require 
different cache sizes, this option is of use only in 
those instances when you succeed in copying 
MacBooster to your application disk. Although it 
eliminates the selection box, it does not obviate the 
need to install MacBooster each time before it can be 
used. 

In addition to not being able to reside on many 
copy protected disks, MacBooster is itself copy 
protected. Without its own copying program, it 
cannot be moved onto another disk. Moreover, the 
copying utility is also copy protected, and once 
MacBooster has been copied to another disk, that disk 
cannot be copied without abolishing MacBooster in 
the process, making it impossible to duplicate a disk 
with the MacBooster application still on it. 

Unfortunately, a disk cache application has to be 
easy to move and be automatic in its installation in 
order to provide the convenience for which it was 
designed. In trying to protect their software. 

Mainstay has sabotaged what might otherwise have 
been a valuable enhancement to the Macintosh. In 
comparison with TurboCharger, it lacks transparency 
and ease of use, and the saving in price is more than 
offset by the additional inconvenience of using 
MacBooster. 


Club Notices And 
Newsletters 

Publications Received For The First Time 

The Active Window, $28/membership, Boston 
Computer Society Macintosh Users Group, 1 Center 
Plaza, Boston, MA 02108, (617) 367-8080. 

Get Info, $25/first year. Club Mac Midwest, 6904 
Hopkins Rd„ Des Moines, IA 50322, (515) 276-2345. 

The Harvest, $29/first year, Northern Illinois 
Apple Users Group, 1015 S. Ridge Ave., Arlington 
Hts„ IL 60005, (312) 392-7735. 

Mac News, Empire Macintosh Users Group, 33418 
Rosemond, Yucaipa, CA 92399, (714) 795-8500. 

Mad, $25/year, Upstate Macintosh User Support 
Group, 12 Oakwood Ave., Taylors, SC 29687. 

maCruzers, Santa Cruz Macintosh Users Group, 740 
Front St., Santa Cruz, CA 95060. 

MacDesert Connection, $30/year. Box 2714, Palm 
Springs, CA 92263, (619) 320-4003. 

MacTechnics News, $20/year, MacTechnics User's 
Group, Box 4063, Ann Arbor, MI 48106. 

The Mouse Times, $14/year. South Coast 
Macintosh Users Group, Box 2035, Goleta, CA 93118, 
(805) 968-6565. 

MouseClick, Macintosh Apple Corps of 
Wilmington, 814 Pine Forest Rd., Wilmington, NC 
28403, (919) 799-3886. 

The MUDslinger, $24/year, Macintosh Users of 
Delaware, Box 161, Rockland, DE 19732, (302) 
998-2742. 

PMUG Mouse Tracks, $ 10/year, Portland 
Macintosh Users Group, Box 8895, Portland, OR 
97201, (503) 233-4606. 

SMUG Newsletter, Sequim Area Mac Users Group, 
248 Silberhom Rd. E„ Sequim, WA 98382, (206) 
683-7464. 

What AMUG, Anchorage Macintosh Users Group, 
200 W. 34th Ave. #202, Anchorage, AK 99503, (907) 
344-6465. 

Old Friends Keeping In Touch 

BETA Macs News, $ 15/year, Beautiful East Texas 
Area Mac Users, 1601 Cindy Lou, Henderson, TX 
75652. 

FatBits, $23/year, Conejo-Ventura Macintosh 
Users Group, Box 7118, Thousand Oaks, CA 91359, 
(805)499=2824:--—* 

GD Infonet Newsletter, General Dynamics, Box 
85808 MZ VI-5250, San Diego, CA 92138. 

Known Users, $20/year, Sequoia Macintosh Users 
Group, Box 4623, Areata, CA 95521, (707) 822-3578. 

a LA Mac, $ 15/subscription, & LA Mac Club, Box 
27429, Los Angeles, CA 90027, (213) 462-2860. 

MacDigest, $ 15/year for students, $25 otherwise, 

Los Angeles Macintosh Group, 12021 Wilshire Blvd. 
#349, Los Angeles, CA 90025, (213) 278-5264. 

Mac News, $15/year, Eugene Macintosh Group, 

Box 10988, Eugene, OR 97440, (503) 683-5565. 

Mac'nTalk, $1 (Canadian)/issue, Victoria's 
Macintosh Users Group, Box 7075-D, Victoria, BC 
V9B 4Z2, Canada. 

MacCountry, $ 10/year, North Coast Mac User's 
Group, 503 Marylyn Cir., Petaluma, CA 94952, (707) 
763-1124. 

MacNuggets, $24/year, Camegie-Mellon 
Macintosh Users' Group, Skibo 103, Pittsburgh, PA 
15213. 

MacVisions, $ 12/year, Hawaii Macintosh Users 
Group, Box 75537, Honolulu, HI 96836, (808) 

235-4609. 

Mini'app'les, $ 17/first year, Minnesota Apple 
Computer Users' Group Inc., Box 7%, Hopkins, MN 
55343, (612) 544-4505. 

NOMUG, $24/year. New Orleans Macintosh Users 
Group, 5812 Parkaire Dr., Metairie, LA 70003, (504) 
834-2968. 

Penn Printout, University of Pennsylvania 
Computing Resource Center, 1202 Blockley Hall/S 1, 
Philadelphia, PA 19104, (215) 898-1780. 

Resources, $ 15/year, San Diego Macintosh User 
Group, Box 12561, La Jolla, CA 92037. 

Scrumpy Newsletter, $20/year. Orange Apple 
Computer Club, 25422 Trabuco Rd. Bldg. 105 #251, 

El Toro, CA 92630, (714) 770-1865. 

Windows, $20/membership, Mac Orange Users 
Group, Box 2178, Huntington Beach, CA 92647, 

(714) 842-0518. 

If your club isn't listed above, send its newsletter to: 
Signal, 207 Granada Drive, Aptos, CA 95003. 


New Gammon 


4 File Style Players Color Options Prefrences j 

2* ¥ ' ’ 1 § 

¥ # 'll 

m m 

■ 

¥ ¥ 

_ — ■* 

: IletuGammon 

□ED 

ncLu/of f 

n 

Km 

111 ill 

ill ill 

m 

1 

1 i its 1 

Pf®"®! 

■ 

w "the best backgammon 
player currently 
available" - MacUser 

1 


ONLY $39.95 


To Order Phone (714) 646-0948 

Or send check or money order for $39.95 to 
NewSoft, 1115 Oxford, Newport Beach, CA 92660 


LIFE ft CELLULAR AUTOMATA 


CREATE 


ANEW 


EVOLVING 

ROTE 

SCIENTIFIC 

ORGANISMS 

FOB 

TECHNIQUE 


ONLY 



$QQ95 

07 +US/H 


AN EXCEPTIONAL VALUE 

Computer hackers’ favorite game of Life now 
features detectors, universe zoom and toroid options. 

Cellular Automata, the mechanics of Life allows 
you to design real or imaginary systems using graphic 
modeling. 

Imagine the possibilities of this power¬ 
ful scientific tool and the fun in creating intricate designs. 

INFORMATIONJORDERS 

(206) 598-4177 

•Full featured programs »Easy to follow manuals 

FUN FOR THE PRO’S AND NOVICES 


TECHniSOFT EnGinEERinG 

P O BOX 563. BRKmKRTOn WA. 98310 
MC & VISA ACCEPTED 


Wouldn't youll Ice to be abletoqulckly 
end easily find any article, review, 
note,tip,and/or product news ever 
published about the MacinMacTutor, 
liACazine,MacWorld,Club Mac News, 
MAC TECH JOURNAL, MacUser, A+, 
Nibble,Sem.Siynal,and many more? 

Then, you need 

The 1984-5 Biennial! 

MacMICROINDEH™ 

\ ___ / 

T hi s c u m ul ati ve edi ti o n co ntai ns o ve r 
400 payes of Mac journal references 
and reviews & product ratinys. 

Only $29.95 +$3 ship.U S A. 

Act now!! Send to /call 

r Biennial MacMICROINDEX"^ 

P.O. Box 7059 

S. Nashua, NH 03060 
603-888-1376 
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Quicksetting A 
Messy Desk 

by Brian Jay Wu 

Quickset, published by EnterSet Inc. (410 
Townsend St., San Francisco, CA 94107, 
415-543-7644), is a $99.95 collection of seven 
programs intended to complement the Macintosh 
desktop environment. The programs are the Desk, 
Calculator, Calendar, Cardex, Encryptor, Notefiler, 
and Installer. 

Each program can be run from the Finder via the 
expected double-click. The Desk program is rather 
cute. It is a minifinder of sorts, and paints an image 
of a desktop containing various icons corresponding 


to the Calculator, Calendar, Cardex, Encryptor, and 
Notefiler tools. By clicking on the appropriate icon, 
the tool may be invoked. Since the Desk itself may 
be installed as a desk accessory by the Installer 
program, it provides a rather clever means of 
extending the possible number of desk accessories: 
first invoke the Desk as an accessory, then invoke 
the other programs as needed. 

The Desk also tantalizingly shows icons for a 
pile of diskettes and a telephone, which unfortunately 
do nothing when clicked. 

The five tools are interesting in themselves, but 
show little if any integration between them. 

Calendar presents and manipulates a (I assume) 
perpetual calendar, Encryptor will encrypt and decrypt 
files, Notefiler is a very intriguing "structured" 
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Choose from three different 
capture modes: tsgh-contrast 
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New Image Technology, Inc. 
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Seabrook, MD 20706 
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Ribbon Land 

Quality for Le$$ 

Toll Free 1-800-221-4892 

MAC SOFTWARE 

COLOR PRINT 

Print full color MacPaint or MacDraw 
files to your Imagewriter I or II *29.00 

COLOR CHART 

Print full color Graphs & Charts from 
data compiled in Multiplan, Jazz, and 
other Spreadsheet programs to your 
Imagewriter I or II .$60.00 

RIBBONS 

Matrix - Red, Blue, Yellow, Green, 
Brown, Purple, Orange, Gold & Silver. 
Imagewriter Color .. *5.50 ea. 6/*27 
Imagewriter Black .. *4.50 ea. 6/*24 

Imagewriter II Color . CALL 

Color 6 Pack - 1 ea. Red, Blue, Yellow, 

Green, Brown & Purple . *28 

Heat Transfer - Red, Blue, Yellow & 
Black iron-on ribbons 

Imagewriter . *8 ea. 4/*28 

Imagewriter II (Re-load) 

. *10 ea. 4/*36 

T-Shirt Factory -1 ea. Red, Blue, Yellow 
& Black ribbons & instructions .. *28 

COVERS 

MacAttire - Rip Stop Nylon - Grey, Blue 
& Burgundy. 

Mac, Keyboard, Ext. Drive, Imagewriter 
... *30 

RE-INKING SUPPLIES 

Mac Inker. *49.95 

Ink Kit . *8.00 

Blank Ribbons. *5.00 

PRINT HEAD CLEANING KIT 

Clean Image Ribbon Kit. *13.00 

MAC LUGGAGE 

Macinware (Mac Case) ... *45.00 

Imageware (Wide Imagewriter) *40.00 
Imageware (Standard Imagewriter) 
. *35.00 

MISC. 

Mousepad (Blue) . *8.00 

COLOR COMPUTER PAPER 

Red, Gold, Blue, Lt. Blue, Pink & Ivory. 

100 Sheets . *5.00 

Rainbow Pack (600) . *22.00 

SPECIAL 

"Disk Book” - Cordura disk case holds 
36 3W Diskettes. *19.95 

S&H - Add *3 for orders under *50 
and all paper orders. 

Ribbon Land • 201-842-1437 

P.O. Box 8634 .Red Bank >NJ .07701 


KINETICS 

FastPath 

AppleTalk — Ethernet 
AppleTalk — Q-Bus 
AppleTalk — Multibus 

K-TALK Host Software: 

Device Drivers 

AppleTalk Programmers' Libraries 
File Server • Terminal Server • LaserWriter Server 

Kinetics, Inc. 

Post Office Box 3341 
Walnut Creek, California 94598 
(415) 947-0998 


notepad, Calculator computes, and Cardex acts as a 
card file. 

What makes the Quickset tools interesting is the 
use of a small set of twelve to fourteen icons 
provided within each tool except for Encryptor. The 
icons are used to ease the task of scheduling or 
writing notes. In the case of Notefiler and Cardex, 
the icons are used strictly as a foim of "keyword" 
index. You can associate an icon or a set of icons 
with a note, and later find the note referenced by the 
icon. 

The icon mechanism also works very well in the 
Calendar tool. A daily detailed schedule pad is 
shown for any day that is double-clicked on the 
month display. By using the appropriate icon, you 
can schedule common events without ever typing, 
although in actual practice you would probably enter 
more detailed notes anyway. 

As an example, you might want to schedule a 
meeting for a particular day at a particular time. 
Double-click the day, and you can scroll through the 
hours of the day in 24-hour format. Click a 
particular time zone, and drag to indicate the full 
number of half-hour slots needed by the meeting. 
Then click the icon that represents meeting. 
Automatically, the word "meeting” is placed into the 
calendar. You can then enter more detailed notes via 
the usual text editing mechanisms. Unfortunately, 
there is no integration with the Notefiler, which 
would have been the ideal mechanism for taking 
more detailed notes. 

The next thing to do is to save a reminder that 
there is at least one meeting that day. This is done 
at the month level. Under the Commands menu, 
select Schedule. Then scroll through the icons until 
you reach the one for meetings. Merely point and 
click at the day to insert that icon in that day. The 
calendar dutifully holds more than one icon per day. 
However, the Schedule option is really a kind of 
mode, so if you don't remember you're in the 
Schedule mode, you can easily mess up your 
calendar. 

I'm not sure I can understand or forgive the rest 
of the calendar. There are several problems. First, 
it is very easy to destroy an entire month or day of 
events, by picking a Purge option. That command 
really should query the user first, since it causes 
entire months to bp wiped clean. And I couldn't 
figure out how the Show icons options worked. It's 
supposed to be a mechanism for showing all 
meetings in the month, or showing all vacations, or 
the like, but it's too confusing for me to use. 

There is no automatic notification of events. 

The alarm clock doesn't ring, nor does the screen 
flash when a particular event is supposed to occur. 

Probably the worst thing about the Calendar is 
that it is difficult, if not impossible, to change to 
another date. Suppose you want to schedule 
something four years from now, like a graduation 
date. With Quickset's Calendar, you have to go 
through a very laborious menu selection sequence. 
Two selections are needed for moving to next year 
and a different month, then you have to keep 
making menu selections to advance each year. A 
better interface would be to place the day, month, 
and year selectors on the window instead of inside a 
menu. An edit box would also be good for directly 
entering the date desired. 

The Calendar is nicely done, but needs more 
polish, especially the date selection mechanism, 
which needs replacement. But I really like those 
icons! I wish I could customize some of them, in a 
fashion similar to Filevision’s. I'd definitely add 
some flying blood and guts to the meeting icon. 

There isn't much to report about the encryption 
tool except to say that it appears to work. I say 
"appears" because to actually crack it is probably 
possible, but not worth it. This tool is very 
straightforward. Unfortunately, you must explicitly 
decrypt and encrypt files. Since it doesn't happen 
automatically, the average user will probably 
quickly stop using it (except for really important 
files), especially if a Mac is being used only as a 
personal computer. 

I like the rolodex-like Cardex tool. It is 
oriented around names and addresses, and again 
offers the icon mechanism as a means for indexing 
the cards. There are simple ways to search quickly 
through the card file by name or other string. And 
each card allows for extensive notes to be taken. 

But again, there is no connection at all with the 
structured Notefiler tool, another example in which 
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EnterSet failed to make a possible 
integration occur. 

The Cardex, Calendar, and 
Notefiler use regular files stored on 
the disk. This means that the amount 
of data that can be stored by a tool is 
limited by disk space (as far as I 
know), and also that you may specify 
a different data file in order to create 
a different Calendar or Cardex. Thus, 
using the same program, two different 
people can keep track of their own 
personal information without 
clashing, with even a third set of 
files tracking common information. 

I am neither statistically nor 
financially oriented, but the 
Calculators offered by Quickset are. 
They certainly appear to be full 
functioning, and half of the 


documentation is devoted to the 
Calculator, so if you are heavily 
involved in statistical and/or 
financial calculations, the entire 
Quickset package will probably be 
equivalently more appealing. 

The standard Macintosh notepad 
is simply too small to satisfy heavy 
notepad users. The Quickset Notefiler 
will satisfy any note taker, since it 
offers more capacity than anyone 
could really use, as well as adding 
"structure" to the hodge-podge of 
notes you might take. 

You may choose any notepad file, 
so you can have as many notepads as 
you see fit. For each notepad file, 
you may store fourteen notes, each 
note can have ten items, and each 
item can have twelve lines, for a 


grand total of over 1,600 lines per 
notepad. Each line is about forty 
characters long. 

As expected, Notefiler also has 
icons used as an indexing tool. I 
couldn't change the titles of my notes 
after I entered them, but I'm not sure 
if that is a bug or a feature. 

I don't understand why EnterSet 
didn't provide for more integration 
between the various tools. For 
instance, Notefiler could be the 
central filing tool for the Calendar 
and the Cardex files. With all data 
under the Notefiler, you could then 
use all three tools to manipulate the 
same data in different ways. Or why 
not allow the Notefiler to be used 
under the Calendar and Cardex when 
more extensive notes need to be 


attached? I can see some hints of 
what might have been. Quickset 
begins to approach an integrated 
desktop, but doesn't make it 

The unclickable phone icon 
should provide for phone utilities. 

One of the more disappointing 
aspects of the standard Macintosh 
desk accessory kit is the lack of any 
phone management tools. Phone 
management is a necessary part of 
any desktop environment, since the 
phone is in real life a necessary part 
of any desk. A mechanism in the 
Cardex for dialing a selected person 
would have been the most appropriate 
phone feature. The technology to do 
that is out there, so why not include 
it in any desktop organizer? 

I see some very strong points 
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offered by Quickset. I like the choice 
of invocation as either a desk 
accessory or as stand alone programs. 
I like the use of icons throughout the 
Calendar and (to a lesser degree) the 
Notefiler and Cardex. And the 
Calculators appear to offer everything 
a statistical or financial person could 
want. 

But I also see some problems. 

The Calendar can be difficult to use. 
The tools are not integrated. There is 
no phone management at all. As a 
result, the two main reasons for a 
desk organizer (time and phone 
management) are respectively flawed 
and missing outright. 


This Month’s 


Mailbag 


Root Canal Relapse 

A letter in Signal #23 mentioned 
Layered's ad in Signal #21, showing 
a root canal for Steve Jobs. I have 
thoroughly reviewed Signal #21, but 
I cannot find an ad or cartoon 
showing a root canal. Do you 
publish more than one edition? Am I 
looking in the wrong place? 

Warren Waswo, Oklahoma City, OK 

Carefully read the Macintosh 
screen in Layered's ad on that issue's 
back cover. -Editors 

ClickArt Effects Isn't 
Unstable... Or Is It? 

We were pleased to see the 
coverage for ClickArt Effects in 
Signal #24. However, we were 
surprised and disappointed to see that 
the review was titled ClickArt Effects 
Useful But Unstable. With over 
10,000 copies shipped, we have yet 
to hear of anyone crashing ClickArt 
Effects aside from yourselves. Prior 
to release, it was thoroughly tested 
on all different hardware 
configurations with different versions 


of MacPaint. We want to assure your 
readers that ClickArt Effects is useful 
and stable. After all, 10,000 
satisfied users can't be wrong. 

Bill Parkhurst, 
ClickArt Effects Author, 
Mountain View, CA 

We couldn't get ClickArt Effects 
to crash again, and were all set to 
give you the benefit of the doubt, 
when the following letter arrived... 
-Editors 

In your Signal #24 review, you 
mentioned that T/Maker's ClickArt 
Effects crashed. I suspect that it 
maners which version of MacPaint 
you use. My ClickArt Effects worked 
fine with MacPaint 1.4, but when I 
installed it in MacPaint 1.5, the 
Macintosh "froze" when I selected the 
ClickArt desk accessory. This also 
happened when I used it with my. 
Bernoulli Box disk, even with 
MacPaint 1.4. 

I wrote to T/Maker, insisting that 
they had an obligation to send me a 
version that worked. One week after 
I mailed the letter I received a new 
disk from T/Maker that works both 
with MacPaint 1.5 and with the 
Bernoulli Box. 

Louis Gross, Arlington, MA 

MacPublisher Ups And Downs 

Aren't the disks of all programs 
with the same name and all computers 
of the same model alike? 1 bought 
the MacPublisher program. It 
bombed several times, and I had to 
restart, losing material each time. 

Finally, after about perhaps two 
hours of work, the program crashed. 

I couldn't restart it after a bomb 
warning. My Macintosh told me it 
couldn't recognize the disk. 

MacPublisher is copy protected. All 
I could do was send the disk back to 
Boston Software. They immediately 
sent me another. That one also 
bombed several times and crashed in 
about two hours. Again, all I could 


do was send it back. I'm afraid to use 
my third copy of MacPublisher. I 
lost a lot of work each time, and I 
don't feel like taking the (very good 
chance) of losing more. 

Both Macworld and A+ did 
articles on publishing with the 
Macintosh that considered, among 
other programs, MacPublisher. I 
would think that they were using the 
same program that was sent to me 
three times. They were, of course, 
using the same machine. Why didn't 
they report any trouble? Is it 
possible that magazines that earn a 
lot of income from ads don't report 
on failures? 

Michael Kirby, New York, NY 

A lot of articles seem like 
reviews (because they mention 
specific products and features), but 
they're really product announcements 
or previews. They're easier to 
generate than reviews, and yes, the 
advertisers like to see them. Some 
publications (such as Byte) now do a 
good job of declaring which articles 
are reviews, and which are previews. 
Since very few products are perfect, 
any article than doesn't mention 
problems should be taken with a 
grain of salt. -Editors 

1 read with interest the comments 
made in Signal #24 by Philip Russell 
concerning MacPublisher vs. 
ReadySetGo. I have Version 1.25 of 
MacPublisher, which 1 have used to 
lay out four issues of a newsletter, 
and I encountered few of the problems 
described in Mr. Russell's letter. 

One of the reasons the 
MacPublisher manual fails to tell the 
user how to clip an article that 
extends deeper than a screenful is that 
^assumes die user is already familiar 

Also, the MacPublisher ruler can be 
used to automatically clip articles in 
any line length desired, up to the full 
depth of the page. Simply lay the 
ruler over the layout, point to the 


line length (or inch or pixel length) 
you want, and click once to activate 
the ruler, then click again to tell it to 
measure and cut the article. This can 
be done with either the standard 
pointer or with the scissors. 

Subheads do not need to be done as 
separate articles, but can be embedded 
in the article text and then created as 
a separate "carry-over". 

Earlier versions of MacPublisher 
that I used did display the problems 
Mr. Russell described. I was sent a 
beta version, which worked after a 
fashion. The first update sent out by 
the program’s developers failed to 
work at all, having a fatal bug in it 
that caused the Mac to completely 
erase and unformat the program disk. 
Version 1.25 works the best of all, 
but you must be satisfied to work 
within its limitations. 

Those limitations can be time- 
consuming. For one thing, you 
cannot vary type styles, fonts or 
point sizes in a single line of text. 
This, I gather, is because 
MacPublisher saves stories as 
unformatted text-only files. Also, on 
the 128K Mac you cannot practically 
work with more than four pages at a 
time, so if you want long newsletters 
you must work in signatures of four 
pages. Another undesirable point is 
that operations tend to bomb 
frequently. It is for that reason, I 
believe, that an automatic save 
feature was written into the program 
to keep any data from being lost 
when it bombs. Moreover, the bomb 
alert will occasionally occur during 
printing. This is usually 
surmountable by restarting the 
program and selecting the Print Page 
command rather than Print Issue. 

Practically speaking, I find it 
simpler to use a combination of 
WooL MacPublisher, MacPaint, and 
MacDraw for designing and laying 
out pages. There is a nifty little desk 
accessory available called Art Thief 
which allows you to be working in 
Word or MacWrite and at the same 
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time view a MacPaint document at 
full screen size, with scrolling. 
That's a great boon to creating and 
cutting and pasting MacPaint files 
that are larger than Paint's 3.5 inch 
easel. 

Thus far it appears that t he 


only decent electronic page layout 
program going is PageMaker. But 
at $500, few of us arc going to be 
able to afford it. 

Gene Van Troyer, Portland, OR 

Pagemaker is easily justified by 
professionals, because time saved 
equates to money saved. 

We've heard that MacPublisher, 
like most software, continues to 
improve with each new release. 
-Editors 

Undocumented Tools 

I have only seen hints in the 
various computer publications 
(including your own) about Apple's 
software developer tools. Being 
interested in developing serious 
software for the Mac, I thought it 
would be very beneficial for me to 
acquire those tools. I fought with 
myself for a very long time 
deciding whether or not I should 
invest $100 to get the tools, 
without having even the slightest 
idea of what (or how many) 
programs I would get. 

As it turns out, to my good 
fortune, I acquired the tools 
through the Boston Computer 
Society (and a helpful friend), but I 
thought an article describing the 


tools or, at the very least, a listing 
of them, would be a perfect subject 
for your publication. I guess what 
I'm getting at is I'd like to see 
more articles directed toward those 
of us who aren't fortunate enough 
to be Apple certified developers, 
but who want to develop serious 
software for the Mac. 

Td also like to tell you about a 
shareware application called Fedit. 

The program lets you have direct 
access to the Mac disks for both 
reading and updating. It is 
powerful, easy to use, and intended 
for the average to highly technical 
user. I haven't stressed it to its 
fullest yet, but I’ve already paid my 
money to the developer because I 
knew within minutes of starting 
the program that it was well worth 
its $30 price. Interested patties 
can write to John Mitchell, 939 E. 

El Camino Real #122, Sunnyvale, 

CA 94087 for more information. 

Elliot Gould, S. Burlington, VT 

Documentation (and even a trial 
copy of Fedit) is. one of the things 
you would have gotten if you had 
paid Apple the $100. Apple has 
had many special support programs 
for developers, and everyone seems 
to agree you get more than your 
money back, if only in floppy 
disks alone! To "develop serious 
software", we recommend that you 
be a serious developer and deal 
directly with Apple. You miss too 
much by relying on second hand 
sources. - Editors 
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Lisa to Mae Migration 

I was surprised to read in the 
latest Signal that you haven't 
heard from anybody who has 
used "Lisa to Macintosh". 

Having a copy of version 0.5 
for more than two months 
(given te me by an Apple 
representative from Cupertino, 
at a demonstration), I think I 
can help you. 

The package has been nearly 
flawless, as has all the Lisa 
software. First you open the 
Lisa document you want to 
transfer, then Select All, and 
Copy. You may then Save & 

Put Away the document. When 
the Lisa to Macintosh program 
is first opened, it will give you 
instructions on how to use it. It 
can be used many times without 
closing. Having previously 
copied text or graphics to the 
clipboard, a simple Paste and a 
Transfer will bring up a dialog 
box asking what you want to 
name this new Macintosh 
document, with your choice of 
storing it on a Macintosh 
formatted disk or on your 
MacWorks hard disk, much like 
a Macintosh Save As... menu 
option. Type the name and hit 
the return key, and in a few disk 
whirs the transfer is complete. 

I have only been unable to 
transfer one LisaDraw document 
from Lisa 7/7 3.1 compared to 
about three dozen that 1 have 
successfully transferred. I 
suspect that the fault is in what 
I have done, such as leaving an 
embedded backspace in the 
document (Apple had a problem 
with that in LisaDraw 2.0). 

Not only have I transferred 
LisaDraw to MacDraw (even to 


pre-release versions), but I have 
transferred LisaWrite and 
LisaList documents to MacWrite 
with no hitches other than 
minor and easy to correct font 
and page placement changes. 

When transferring from 
LisaDraw to MacDraw, remember 
that LisaDraw lets you access an 
8.5" x 11" page, while MacDraw 
currently is limited to an 8" 
xlO" page. If you use the whole 
page on the Lisa, you'll want to 
Select All when you get into 
MacDraw and rescale everything 
or crop the edges. Rescaling 
has worked well for me, though 
scaling has affected text in such 
a way that I had to readjust it 
separately. 

When you transfer text to 
the Mac, it becomes a MacWrite 
<3.86 document (not the disk 
based version). Upon opening 
it with MacWrite 3.9x or 4.0, 
you will be asked how MacWrite 
should handle Lisa's carriage 
returns. Normally you will want 
to reply "end of paragraph". 

Also, you may experience some 
font, margin, and tab changes. 
Embedded graphics do not 
transfer, only text. 

LisaWrite or LisaList text to 
Microsoft Word is probably the 
slickest transfer option, as Word 
will take your document "as is". 
Word also allows wide margins 
up to 21 inches that will handle 
most LisaList documents. As I 
recall, transferring LisaList to 
LisaWrite inserts a tab at the 
beginning of each line. Word 
will do the same. That may be 
an advantage or disadvantage, 
depending on how you're going 
to use the information. The last 
several times I've done it, 1 have 
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found that this "new column" has come in handy for 
inserting one more set of items in existing lists. 

A LisaList document can be easily transferred to 
Word for use in making mailing lists and/or labels. 

After transferring the list to the Mac, Open your new 
document with Word, then reformat it using LisaList's 
tabs as field separators. Using the ruler will simplify 
the procedure. You end up with what might be called 
a mailing list. 

To make mailing labels, you'll want to first give 
your columns labels such as «NAME» «ADR» 
«ZIP» in the "header record" (see pages 177-179 in 
your Microsoft Word manual under "Creating a Merge 
Document"). Be careful of embedded commas or 
quotes, as they are now special characters. 

Close this document and Open a new document. 

You could skip the Close, since Word will handle up 
to four open windows, but any reformatting of the 
new page will affect the old page as well. Begin the 
new document with «DATA (followed by the name of 
the document you previously created)». 

For standard three-up 2-3/4" x 7/8" labels on 
8-1/2" x 12" sheets, you'll want to make your page 
8-1/2" wide and select a 10 point font for the rest of 
the document. Follow the DATA line with two blank 
lines (carriage returns), then enter «NAME», 
carriage return, «ADR», return, «ZIP», return, 
«NEXT», return. 

Selecting Page Setup in the File menu will allow 
you to set up a page with .12" margins and no gutter. 
Select international fan-fold to get the right paper 
size. Go to the Document menu and select Division 
Layout. Again select .12" margins (top, bottom, 
left), and three columns. Before printing, you'll want 
to check page alignment. Repaginate so you can 
insert or delete extra lines (carriage returns) as 
needed. 

You'll print six lines per label on eleven of the 
twelve vertical labels on each sheet. I suspect you 
could print on all twelve labels, but I haven't as yet 
tried adjusting all margins to zero. I'm now getting 
three more labels per page than I used to when I used 
LisaCalc to rearrange LisaList into labels. 

John M. Kohlenberger, Moreno Valley, CA 

Apple sent Migration Kit order forms to 
registered Lisa owners last month. We ordered ours 
right away, but it hasn't arrived yet. 

The $30 kit consists of three disks, doesn't work 
if you installed Apple's XL screen modification, and 
supports LisaWrite to MacWrite, LisaWrite to Word, 
LisaDraw to MacDraw, LisaProject to MacProject, and 
LisaCalc to Excel and Jazz migration paths. To 
convert from LisaList and LisaGraph, you first cut and 
paste into LisaCalc, LisaWrite, or LisaDraw, then 
migrate. 

For $450, Apple will also sell you the kit with 
Jazz, or the kit with Word, Excel, File, and 
MacTerminal. All offers are valid until May 31st or 
while supplies last, and require an original 717 
System Disk 2. -Editors 

Our RSVP Wasn’t Enough 

Rarely have I been as disappointed with a 
publication as I am with Semaphore Signal. As you 
may recall, our company. The NetWorkers, organized 
an event in cooperation with the Peninsula Lisa Users 
Group of San Francisco, which was held on June 19th 
and called LisaTalk. LisaTalk was a special 
"electronic conference" designed to offer Lisa users 
around the country an opportunity to focus their 
concerns regarding the discontinuation of the 
Lisa/Mac XL product line, while on-line 
simultaneously. 

Various individuals were invited to participate in 
this event. Invited participants included Apple 
Computer, Lisa users, Lisa user groups, third party 
developers and members of the press. Of all the 
members of the press who were invited, including 
Macworld, Icon, John Dvorak, and Personal 
Computing, Semaphore Signal was the only • 
publication to decline. Your declination to 
participate was not as disappointing as your reason 
for declining, however. To consider the issue at hand 
as, in your words, "beating a dead horse" is a blatant 
disrespect towards the many Lisa users around the 
country who have supported your publication and 
have assisted you in establishing your now valuable 
mailing list. 

This attitude exemplifies poor journalism and 
unprofessional standards of conduct within the 
industry. You can be sure that I personally will not 


support your publication and will advise others not to 
support Semaphore Signal. I dare you to print this. 

Lewis Guice, San Francisco, CA 

Yes, we declined to participate, but the reasons 
we gave your co-worker who originally called us must 
have gotten lost in translation. 

First of all, we’re not going to join something 
simply because everyone else is. 

Second, there was too much marketing hype from 
The Networkers about how this was going to be some 
kind of historic "event". Your company seemed 
caught up in the gee-whiz aspect of staging an 
electronic conference. We find such conferences 
slow, boring, awkward, and inefficient compared to a 
simple conference call. 

Third, we saw Apple being set up not so much as 
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Organize your 
software library 
with custom labels 


MacLabeler™ reads the document, application 
and folder names oft your disk and prints them 
out on a wrap-around label • Selects names by 
clicking with the mouse • Puts the disk name on 
the skinny edge • Eight border patterns. 

MacLabeler™ 2.0 works with pin-feed, die-cut 
QuickLabels™ • Easy registration • Removable 
adhesive • Non smearing • Designed for the 
Imagewriter • A complete disk-labeling system. 

Version 2.0 now lets you type on the label • Edit 
names on the label • Shows date label was 
created • Shows disk space used and available 

• Prints multiple labels • Installs on a hard disk. 

MacLabeler can also display, sort and print a 
complete directory • Shows folders and what's 
in all folders immediately • Search disks fast! 

Price: $49.95 includes 60 labels • Pack of 200 
QuickLabels™, $19 • Shipping $3 for 1 item, $1 
for each additional • Iowa residents add 4% tax 

• 128, 512, or XL Macintosh & Imagewriter • 
Ideaform Inc., 908 E. Briggs, Fairfield, IA 
52556 • VIsa/MC OK • (515) 472-7256 

Madntesh is a trademark licensed to Apple Computer Inc. 
MacLabeler and QuickLabels are Sademarks of Ideafonn Inc. 







The most complete, quality MAC public domain 
software available Over 1,000 programs to 
choose from Average price of a program is 65 
centsl Constantly updated catalog. Instructions 
included Many programs are better than those 
available commercially. Why pay more? 

• Fonts by the dozen 

• Essential desk accessories 

• Multiplan templates for home and 
business finance, real estate, etc. 

• Terrific games 

• RAM disk & hacker's tools 

• Disk backup utilities, even protected 

• Statistics programs 

• Font editor and font tools 

• Bill Atkinson's PaintMover pgm. 

• Spell check & word count 

• Items we can't tell you about here 

Sony Blank Disks $1.95 
minimum order 25 

To order our recent catalog, send $1.00 to cover 
postage & handling to: 


a participant, but as a kind of target for the other 
participants, as though everyone was going to try 
and gang up and win concessions from Apple to 
make up for Lisa's demise. Whatever the focus, we 
guessed that Apple wouldn't be affected much by the 
conference one way or the other, and would 
probably not make any kind of off-the-cuff policy 
decisions, so it was Apple we called a dead horse. 

To us, Lisa going out of production was simply 
water under the bridge, not "an issue at hand". 

Fourth, and most importantly, your caller could 
never really tell us the point of the conference. 

What was to be gained? After much prodding, she 
suggested we could ask Apple to state a policy for 
software bug fixes and future hardware support. We 
then asked her that if Apple immediately replied that 
Lisa software is frozen, that they'll fix no bugs, and 
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Paper? 


As a Macintosh owner, you already know how 
/ expensive software is these days and how difficult 
it is to choose. 

We make it easy and inexpensive. 

At UPTIME we believe in value. Each month 21,000 
people like you enjoy our “macrozine” (magazine J 
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that spare parts will be available 
for 18 months, then what? Would 
the conference be over? Would 
there be more to discuss? She 
didn't have an answer, so we 
decided to decline the invitation. 
-Editors 

IGES to Macintosh 
Migration 

I would like to transfer files 
from a CAD/CAM system and, 
ideally, save them as MacDraw 
documents. The system supports 
IGES 3.0, so that seems a clearcut 
route, if the Mac also supports this 
format. Do you know if it does? 

The ultimate goal is to be able to 
electronically paste drawings 
generated on the CAD/CAM system 
into Word documents. It would be 
desirable to use MacDraw to add 
callouts. Do you have any 
suggestions? 

Judy Wolff, Acton, MA 

You'll probably be stuck 
having to make your system create 
PICT files so that MacDraw can 
read your data in a format it 
supports. PICT files are 
documented in the as yet unreleased 
Macintosh Technical Note #27. If 
you ask Apple, they might give 
you a preliminary copy. -Editors 

It's Lonely In Oregon 

I would like to suggest you 
review Mac user groups to help 
isolated users determine which ones 
would be most helpful to belong to 
by mail (you know, regular mail, 
with stamps and all that). I am a 
half day chive from attending any 
group meeting in person. 1 am a 
two hour drive from the nearest 
Apple dealer (the only other Mac 
user that I know). If I did have a 
phone, there are no Mac owners in 
my local calling area, let alone 
user groups. I only have access to 
a couple hundred other phones with 
a local call, and my neighborhood 
is still waiting for access to 
alternative long distance service. 


I'd appreciate your assistance in 
finding an alternative to learning 
everything by trial-and-error. My 
specialty interest is in maps and 
map-like graphics. 

Tyler Groo, Paulina, OR 

Sounds like you're lucky to 
have an outlet to plug your Mac 
into. 

We don't review groups because 
the quality of their efforts 
(especially newsletters) changes so 
drastically from month to month, 
and because almost every group we 
know is usually happy to send a 
free sample of their newsletter to 
let you decide for yourself about 
joining them (especially if you 
send them a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope). -Editors 

More Words on Word 

It's great that your publication 
is free. As a result of reading your 
review, I purchased Copy Mac II, 
and let the advertiser know that I 
saw their ad in Semaphore Signal. 

It's been mentioned that Word 
doesn't toggle on Bold, Plain, 
Underline, and so on. I have 
discovered that if the Resource 
Editor is used on those key 
definitions, two convenient 
changes can be made: they toggle 
on and off, and you don't have to 
use that nuisance Shift key. 

Bill Jastram, Tualatin, OR 

We appreciate you plugging us. 
Signal will remain free, but only if 
our advertisers hear from our 
readers. 

Aren't the unshifted commands 
already reserved for other Word 

functions? -Editors 

Find Me A Group 

Are there any user groups in 
my area for Lisa? 

Bruce Anderson, Santa Clara, CA 

Try the Apple 32 Users at Box 
634, Santa Clara, CA 95052, (408) 
988-5594. -Editors { 


The FREE 
Vnclassifieds 

--xx o I . ...__ 


NO LABEL REQUIRED! Identify and organize 
your disks. Try this new Weber NLRsystem© 
yourself. Call or write for FREE SAMPLES and 
details. Call (800) 225-0044. In NJ call (201) 
431-1128. Weber's DiskOrganized Systems, Box 
104-SS, Adelphia, New Jersey 07710. 

Put your Macs onto an Ethernet for as low as $90 
per Mac? Ask Kinetics. Link together hundreds of 
Macs on one network? Ask Kinetics. Share your 
LaserWriter among your mini and your Macs? Ask 
Kinetics. Kinetics Inc., Box 3341, Walnut Creek, 

CA 94598, (415)947-0998. 

1984-5 Biennial MacMICROINDEX™, over 400 
pages of references to Mac articles, reviews, notes, 
tips, and product news as contained in MacTutor, 
MACazine, MacWorld, Club Mac News, Mac Tech 
Journal, Mac User, A+, Nibble, Semaphore Signal, 
etc. Only $29.95+$3 shipping USA. Send to 
Biennial MacMICROINDEX, Box 7059, S. Nashua, 
NH 03060. Call (603) 888-1376. 

FOR SALE: Unix operating system, 7/7 3.1,512K 
Apple memory boards, conversion kit from Twiggy 
to Lisa 2. Find used Lisa 2/5's, 2/10's, Profiles, 
parallel cards. Send SAE for full list. Dafax 
Processing Corp., 14 North Dr., Malba. NY 11357, 
(718) 746-8220 10am-2pm EST. 

NewGammon, only $39.95 "The best 
backgammon player currently available" - Mac User. 
Animated dice and pieces. Music. Instructions, rules 
and strategy tips. Adjustable skill levels. Doubling 
cube. Set up any board position. Save games in 
progress. Play against the Macintosh or a friend. 
Arcade-style race variation included. Order direct 
from NewSoft, 1115 Oxford, Newport Beach, CA 
92660,(714) 646-0948. 

MacInTouch, the newsletter for Macintosh 
professionals. Save time and money with useful, 
fresh, concise Macintosh information. Write or call 
for free sampler, or try a subscription for $48/year. 

We offer a money-back guarantee. "MacInTouch,*' 
Ford-LePage Inc., Box 786, Framingham, MA 
01701, (617)527-5808. 

Rent Macintosh software from MacStore. Don't 
invest in software without taking it for a test drive 
first! There is no membership fee. Rental applies to 
purchase. We have over 275 stock items for your 
Mac. Call (800) 847-0026 to place an order. In 
Texas call (512)629-6574. 


Levco, a San Diego based corporation specializing 
in Macintosh memory and performance 
enhancements, is proud to announce the Levco 
2MX™, a clip-on 2-megabyte memory expansion. 
Like their original Monster Mac™ 2-meg upgrade, 
chosen as "Product of the Month" by Byte Magazine 
(November, 1985), the 2MX features usable PROM 
sockets, an expansion bus, and 30% increase in 
processor speed. Both upgrades also include the Mac 
Breeze™ motorless piezo-electric fan, which mounts 
internally to cool your Mac with whisper-quiet 
efficiency. Call for details and information on local 
Levco dealers. Levco, 6160 Lusk Blvd. #C-203, San 
Diego, CA 92121, (619)457-2011. 

Laser's Edge: Low-cost typesetting using the 
Macintosh and LaserWriter. Numerous typefaces 
and styles are available, as well as laser printing and 
graphics. Take advantage of this exciting new 
technology! (408) 476-1254, Capitola, CA. 

ShopKeeper: integrated accounts receivable, 
billing, inventory, point of sale, and invoicing 
program. Use all or any parts. No limit inventory. 
Written just for the Macintosh. Works with any 
general ledger system. For the 512K Macintosh with 
external or hard disk drive. $79.95 plus $4.00 
shipping and handling. Woodtec, 320 W. Maple, 

Box 445, Arkansas City, KS 67005, (316) 441-0187. 

Is the Pen mightier than the Mouse? Draw your 
own conclusions with the amazing PenMac from 
Softweaver. It's the natural way to write, draw, 
trace, and design on your Macintosh. See PenMac 
demonstrated today at MacWorld Expo, booth 802. 
Sign-up with Softweaver, Box 7200, Santa Cruz, CA 
95061, (408) 425-8700 for handy, precision 
digitizing. 

Unclassified ads are free, but must be submitted as an 
unformatted text-only ASCII Macintosh file on a 
single-density 3-5" disk. Disks cannot be returned. 
Receipt, acceptance, or publication of your ad cannot 
be confirmed by phone or in writing. Ads are 
printed as space permits, and will be accepted ohfy 
from existing display advertisers or from readers 
with noncommercial ads or ads for hardware or 
software to buy, sell, or trade on a onetime basis. 
Software being traded must be authored by the 
advertiser or in the public domain. Signal reserves 
the right to edit or reject any ad. Send disks only (do 
not include any correspondence or other material) 
to: Signal Unclassifieds, 207 Granada Drive, Aptos, 
CA 95003. 


Shopkeeper 

The business package that didn't 
forget the small business! 


ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE: 

Labels ■ Statements ■ Ageing ■ Complete 
Customer History ■ Keeps tax exempt 
numbers ■ Holds 880 customers. 
POINT OF SALE: 

Completes the transaction 
and prints an invoice in 2 minutes 
or less* It will accept hand written 
invoices without printing invoices 

INVENTORY: 

Limited only by disk space and 
memory ^Optional price labels 
can be printed. 


$79.95 + $4.00 Shipping/Handling 
Woodtec 

320 W. Hoplo-PO Box 445 
Arkansos Citg. Ks. 67005 
(316) 441-0187 
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